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BY ELIZABETH DASH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Th e European Union Commis-
sioner of Competition Margrethe 
Vestager gave a lecture discussing 
the “future of competition” and the 
role politics plays in the global mar-
ket. She is both the former Danish 
minister for economic aff airs and 
former deputy prime minister of 
Denmark, as well as a former serv-
ing member of the Danish parlia-
ment.  Th is address was just one of 
the many free events organized by 
the Zicklin School of Business as 
part of its Speaker Series. 
Th e school of business wel-
comed the infl uential politician 
along with the Foreign Policy As-
sociation as its cosponsor on 
Oct. 1.
Recently Vestager made head-
lines as a result of the antitrust case 
she headed against Google earlier 
this year.  Th e civil lawsuit was seen 
by some as an attack against large 
American corporations and raised 
suspicions about the EU’s stance on 
foreign competition. In her speech, 
the Danish politician addressed 
the topic directly by stating that the 
case was not viewed as one country 
attacking another.
Vestager began her talk by fi rst 
emphasizing the notion that the 
EU and the U.S. government work 
closely together for common goals 
and have formed an unimaginably 
strong alliance throughout the 
years.
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It is October, 
which means it 
is the fi nale of 
baseball sea-






timed accordance, Black Mass is 
a fall classic. And Johnny Depp 
packs a “Southie” punch.
ARTS & STYLE 11
Johnny Depp gives South 




like a 3-D 
touch screen, 
improved 




news of a cheaper Nexus 6P with 
similar features, iPhone 6S sold 
13 million units in the fi rst week.
SCIENCE & TECH 14




ance in 2006, 
the Mets have 
been searching 
for a playoff  
berth under 
two diff erent 
general man-
agers. Sandy 
Alderson took over the front of-
fi ce in 2010 and has fi nally put 
together a serious contender for 
the World Series.
SPORTS 17
Alderson delivers Mets fi rst 




and 6S Plus 
models beat all 
previous fi rst 
weekend sales 
results in the 
company’s his-
tory. Th e latest 
phones include features like 3-D 
Touch, which allows for a dy-
namic touch screen experience.
BUSINESS 8
iPhone 6S sales beat Wall 
Street expectations (p. 9)
Baruch professor discovers biofluorescent turtle species
Whoever the 
new Speaker of 
the House ends 
up being, they 
will have to 
deal with not 
only opposi-
tion brought 
forth by the 
Democrats, 
but also with the numerous fac-
tions currently splitting up the 
Republican Party.
OPINIONS 5







According to his National Geographic Explorer’s biography, Professor 
David Gruber “[N]ever gets tired of the adventure and thrill of discovery.” 
Th at does not come as a surprise, considering the fact that the Baruch 
professor, marine biologist and Emerging Explorer recently discovered the 
fi rst reptile to exhibit biofl uorescence, a characteristic that was previously 
known only to be present in fi sh, sharks, rays, crustaceans and shrimp.
“I’m on an expedition in the Solomon Islands,” recalled Gruber. “I was 
on an expedition called TBA [Th yssen-Bornemisza Academy] 21, an artist 
group that has been sponsoring expeditions that integrate artists and scien-
tists. ... I was just fi lming these corals, when out of the blue came this space-
ship of a green and red fl uorescent turtle; it was attracted to our lights.”
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
Gruber poses with Professor Jean Gaff ney, who works with him in the lab.
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR
It is hard to believe that a 
team that did not even hold a 
winning record in its previous 
season is off  to its best start in 
team history, at 8-0 after just 
one year. Th e Baruch College 
women’s tennis team, known to 
be quiet during previous regular 
seasons, has been an early force 
to be reckoned with in the CU-
NYAC conference. Th eir perfor-
mance so far has been nothing 
short of exceptional, as the team 
continues to surpass the expec-
tations set before them. In their 
fi rst eight games of the 2015 sea-
son, the Bearcats have amassed a 
total of 39 singles wins along with 
a 23-1 record in doubles play.
  
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
EU Commissioner Vestager speaks at Baruch
Following her talk, Vestager took time to speak with Baruch students.
BY EDWIN MOREL
ASSISTANT EDITOR, NEWS
Lisa Edwards, assistant vice pres-
ident of campus operations, spoke 
to students at the fi fth USG senate 
meeting to discuss campus opera-
tions taking place on Baruch Col-
lege’s campus. Edwards reported 
that 28 capital projects are either 
currently on the drawing board, in 
the bidding process or in the con-
struction stage. Th ese projects will 
cost an estimated $150 million. 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
“Sexy” facilities 
upgrades will come 
to Baruch buildings
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
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COURTESY OF ELIAS CARLSON
BY MALIK BELLAMY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Students may recognize her 
as the one handing out fl iers for 
various events on the second fl oor 
during club hours, always smil-
ing while urging more students to
 get involved. Others may know her 
as the woman with the gavel at USG 
meetings. Nardine Salama’s self-
actualized purpose on campus is 
to address the needs of the Baruch 
College community.
As vice president of the Under-
graduate Student Government, 
Salama’s mission is to remind stu-
dents that their concerns are be-
ing addressed and serve as the 
go-between for students to di-
rectly address those who make 
the rules.
 Eager to get involved as soon as 
she started at Baruch three years 
ago, Salama assisted in the instal-
lation of hand sanitizer dispens-
ers around campus during her 
freshman year. 
“I was looking to contribute in 
any way that I possibly could,” she 
said. “My goal was to fi nd out what 
I could do to help out.” 
At that point, she held a senate 
seat. As a sophomore, Nardine was 
elected as vice presidential senator 
of campus aff airs, which allowed 
her to play a more integral role 
within USG. 
Last year, one of its bigger proj-
ects was the installation of ablution 
sinks in the third fl oor restrooms in 
the club area of the Newman Ver-
tical Campus to allow Muslim stu-
dents to perform necessary ablu-
tions before prayer, which includes 
washing the feet. 
Previously, Muslim students 
had no choice to but to clean their 
feet in the sinks, which non-ob-
servers often frowned upon. Th e 
administration had the budget for 
the sinks but little progress was 
made since USG passed a resolu-
tion to approve ablution stations in 
the Fall 2011 semester.
Working alongside the Offi  ce 
of Student Life and Assistant Vice 
President of Campus Aff airs Lisa 
Edwards, USG helped the project 
come to fruition—a feat that Sala-
ma said required “pushing admin-
istration to do what they said they 
would do.” 
Because it was already in the 
budget, the project was more 
feasible because “Baruch was 
forthcoming and cooperative,” 
she remarked. 
After a trial run with ablution 
sinks in the men’s bathroom dur-
ing the Winter 2014 semester, sinks 
had been installed in both the 
men’s and women’s restrooms  by 
the beginning of the fall semester 
this year. 
Th e addition of these sinks has 
made a positive impact on Baruch, 
and more specifi cally, the Mus-
lim student body, who previously 
lacked the means to fully practice 
their faith. 
As Salama continues with USG 
in her expanded role, she brings 
myriad ideas for projects that USG 
can execute. 
A renovation of the Multipur-
pose Room may also be in the 
works in the near future. 
Th e room is used for an exten-
sive body of events, transforming 
from a social scene for students to 
vibe to music with friends to the de-
bate venue for clubs like the Model 
United Nations. Salama feels that 
the room’s current interior “give[s] 
off  a bland vibe.” 
Students will be able to get 
more use out of the revamped 
room. She revealed that “the pro-
cess will be hard,” so there is no 
estimated completion date for
the renovation. 
Another speculative project is 
the renovation of the cafeteria. 
“When talking to other stu-
dent leaders, there were sugges-
tions that the cafeteria should bet-
ter emphasize the Baruch brand 
and be a more inviting place for 
those looking to have lunch or 
coff ee in a more professional 
environment,” said Salama. 
She has mulled over painting 
the walls, redesigning the interior 
and off ering a greater variety of 
food choices.  
She hints that a number of 
smaller yet impactful projects 
are on the way but declined to 
provide details, saying only that 




Th ough it is considered a com-
muter school, Baruch College does 
not have a football fi eld where stu-
dents go to voice their school spirit. 
Th e campus merely extends from 
22nd Street to 25th Street along 
Lexington Avenue. 
Often, students scramble in 
the hallways of the Newman Ver-
tical Campus, focused more on 
the business world at large than 
whatever Baruch may have to of-
fer, which is more than the typical 
student may think.
In a collaborative eff ort by the 
Undergraduate Student Govern-
ment and the Offi  ce of Student 
Life, the school will host its fi rst 
Homecoming. 
Th e event will celebrate stu-
dent athletes and co-curricular 
student organizations to stoke ex-
citement about being a part of the 
Baruch community. 
Students are invited to attend 
Oct. 23 and embrace their school 
spirit regardless of their level of 
involvement in extracurricular 
activities. 
Th e idea came together when 
a pumpkin-decorating event was 
held to celebrate the fall season 
at Baruch. Cherry Aung, USG’s 
vice presidential senator of cam-
pus aff airs, together with Damali 
Smith, acting director of Student 
Life and Savanna Ramsey, as-
sistant director of student ac-
tivities, worked to create an event 
that would bring together the 
students, clubs and sport teams 
at Baruch. If the turnout is good, it 
may become an annual spectacle. 
“I love the idea of homecoming 
and the spirit and sense of pride 
it fosters on campus,” Smith re-
marked. “Th e clubs and athletics 
teams bring so much to our Baruch 
community, and I think they de-
serve a day of recognition. I hope 
that this event can be the start of a 
new tradition.” 
When asked about the wider 
implications of an annual home-
coming instilling school spirit 
at a clock-in, clock-out com-
muter school, Aung said, “Maybe 
we’re not an athletics-oriented 
school but I see that in the future 
we could be.” 
Aung added that raising aware-
ness for an event of this scale—in 
the hopes of it continuing for years 
to come—has not been easy. 
“I predict problems with atten-
dance and hype … there is still a lot 
of room to grow,” said Aung. 
Th e homecoming will com-
mence during club hours on the 
second fl oor, where clubs will pa-
rade down to the Multipurpose 
Room and into the 25th Street Pla-
za. All clubs are encouraged to cre-
ate their own banner and to have 
their members wear coordinated 
outfi ts refl ective of their club’s 
identity. Each club has the oppor-
tunity to go onstage and introduce 
itself to the student population 
and take a group photo with all the 
club members. 
Th e Baruch sports teams will 
close out the parade, which will 
be followed by cross-team com-
petitions. Afterwards, students will 
be asked to vote for which club 
was the most coordinated, among 
other superlative categories. Th e 
winners of these votes stand to 
win several prizes, including a 
co-sponsorship prize.
After the parade and voting 
,there will be fall-themed activities 
in which students can participate. 
Th e Fall Festival starts at 6:30 p.m. 
with line dancing led by an instruc-
tor. Later on, students over the age 
of 21 will be encouraged to partici-
pate in pumpkin painting and sea-
sonal beer tasting. 
A movie will be played out on 
the plaza to conclude the festival, 
and students will be given a pair of 
headphones to listen along, emu-
lating the feels of a drive-in movie 
with a Baruch twist.
 Rumored to be Halloween-
themed, the movie has yet to 
be decided.
“One of my favorite things about 
student organizations at Baruch is 
how creative they are in their pro-
gramming. I am excited to see how 
it goes this year and the shape it 
will take in the future,” said Smith. 
PAGE 2 I THE TICKER NEWS OCTOBER 13, 2015
After welcoming a class of 69 
students this fall, CUNY’s Brook-
lyn College Barry Feirstein 
Graduate School of Cinema has 
become the fi rst public graduate 
school in New York City. On Oct. 
6, Mayor Bill de Blasio, Chancel-
lor James B. Milliken, Media and 
Entertainment Commissioner 
Cynthia Lopez and other elected 
offi  cials opened the doors to 
the public graduate school. Th e 
Feirstein School provides aff ord-
able access to opportunities in 
cinema and local fi lm industry 
work in New York. Th e cost of tu-
ition at Feirstein is approximate-
ly $59,000 for in-state students 
over three years, a notable dif-
ference from the cost of private 
MFA programs that can exceed 
$150,000. Th e city’s overall con-
tribution includes $4.7 million 
for construction, $2 million for 
scholarships, $1 million for cur-
riculum and programming and 
$500,000 for creative grants and 
marketing.
________________________ 
In an eff ort to strengthen career 
pathways for students at his-
torically black colleges, the Lilly 
Endowment foundation has 
pledged to give $50 million to 
the United Negro College Fund. 
Th is will be one of the largest 
grants in the history of UNCF, 
second only to the $1.6 billion 
grant received from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation. Lilly 
Endowment’s contribution can 
fund grants for up to 30 of 87 
eligible schools. With this grant, 
its contributions to UNCF will 
surpass a total of more than $100 
million. Th e Lilly-UNCF initia-
tive aims to push colleges to 
forge stronger connections with 
employers and learn what skills 
they need from graduates so that 
colleges can tailor academic and 
extracurricular programs for 
students.
_________________________ 
John B. King, Jr. will be assum-
ing the position as head of the 
U.S. Department of Education, 
following Arne Duncan’s de-
parture, who will offi  cially step 
down in December 2015 to 
spend more time with his family 
in Chicago. King was appointed 
commissioner of education and 
president of the University of the 
state of New York in May 2011. 
He was recognized for the imple-
mentation of the Common Core 
standards and a program made 
to evaluate teachers, both draw-
ing criticism from the United 
Federation of Teachers, among 
others. In January 2015, he as-
sumed the position of senior ad-
visor delegated duties of deputy 
secretary of education at the U.S. 
Department of Education. Start-
ing in December, he will serve 
till the end of President Barack 
Obama’s term.
________________________
One of nine laws Mayor de Bla-
sio signed on Oct. 7 is related to 
air-conditioning systems, name-
ly, by removing a size require-
ment for businesses to close 
their doors if the air-conditioner 
is operating. “Th is law will sig-
nifi cantly impact our power 
grid, where most plants are old, 
ineffi  cient, and produce larger 
emissions,” said Costa Con-
stantinides, chair of the Council 
Environmental Protection Com-
mittee. Th e second set of bills 
deal with criminal justice. Th e 
new bills require the Depart-
ment of Corrections provide ev-
ery new inmate with a document 




N e w s  B r i e f s
USG to boost school spirit with first homecoming
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
AGATA PONIATOWSKI I THE TICKER
USG Vice President Nardine Salama pushes for more
In a commuter school like Baruch, Student Life often tries to fi nd new and inventive ways to boost school spirit and pride.
After serving as a USG senator, the student-elected offi  cial looks to make improvements on campus for the Baruch community
After realizing she wanted to contribute to her campus in any way possible, Salama 
joined USG. A few years later, she now leads the student-run government.
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Th e conference room on the 
seventh fl oor of the Newman Li-
brary Building was fi lled beyond 
capacity as young adults and el-
ders alike struggled to fi nd seats. A 
petite woman sat on the low stage. 
Th e dozens of people in the room 
had come to hear the story of her 
life, her struggles and her eventual 
success. 
Recognized as a survivor of 
Nazi doctor Josef Mengele’s medi-
cal research studies that took place 
during the Holocaust, Eva Kor 
had a lot to share with everyone 
in attendance.
Born in the small Romanian vil-
lage of Portz, Kor and her family 
were one of the few Jewish families 
in the community. 
Kor began her story by sharing 
the national-scale occurrences that 
factored into her eventual time in 
Auschwitz. Despite its history of 
wealth and prosperity, the German 
economy was in especial shambles 
due to reparations the nation was 
forced to pay to other countries, a 
condition of the Treaty of Versailles.
“It was so badly put together,” 
Kor said of the treaty. “Germany 
was so badly oppressed.”
When Adolf Hitler came to pow-
er, he designated a group that would 
take the blame for the nation’s 
woes: Jews.
It was no accident that the fi rst 
law passed by Hitler concerned 
eugenics, or the science of selec-
tive breeding. Under the law, Jews, 
gypsies and other “inferior” groups 
were not allowed to marry Ger-
mans. Hitler chose to replace the 
“inferior” population with blonde, 
blue-eyed, Aryan children.
Ironically, Kor was able to sur-
vive the genocide due to the pass-
ing of eugenics laws, in which ge-
netic studies were being performed 
on children. 
Mengele believed that “fl awed 
traits” could be bred out of the 
gene pool. He fought on the Ger-
man Eastern front, but was injured 
in 1942 and sent back to Berlin 
for recovery. 
It was during this time that he 
returned to the Kaiser Wilhelm 
Institute and pushed through the 
idea of continuing eugenics studies 
on children, this time using twins 
from Auschwitz.
When Kor’s family was brought 
to Auschwitz by cattle car, she 
clung to her family members for 
safety and warmth. 
First she lost her father and sis-
ters in the crowd, and then Kor and 
her twin sister, Miriam, were torn 
apart from their mother. Th is was 
the last time the twins saw their 
parents and sisters.
“I decided to give them as much 
trouble as I could,” Kor said about 
being taken in for medical tests for 
the fi rst time. At this point, she was 
no longer known by her real name. 
To the Nazis, she was A-7063, the 
number permanently tattooed onto 
her arm so that she would never 
forget what she went through. 
When Kor showed her tattoo to the 
crowd, everyone stood up to get a 
better look.
“In my mind I had an im-
age of how Miriam and I walked 
out of the camp,” Kor confessed. 
Th ey were escorted to a lab to un-
dergo experiments each morning 
after breakfast.
“On Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday we would be placed naked 
in a room,” Kor explained. “Up to 
eight hours they would measure 
every part of my body, compare 
it to my twin sister.”
But that was the easier part. 
On Tuesdays, Th ursdays and Sat-
urdays, the two sisters would have 
their blood drawn from both arms, 
and numerous unknown substanc-
es were injected into their bodies. 
Th e same substances would even-
tually lead to Kor’s sister’s kidney 
failure after she gave birth to her 
children years later.
In total, Mengele used 1,500 
sets of twins for his experiments. 
Approximately 250 individuals sur-
vived. Kor did not have any con-
nection with other children until 
around the time of the camp’s liber-
ation. “I looked up across the river,” 
Kor recollected. 
“Th ere was a little girl of my 
age who was dressed in beautiful, 
clean clothes, braided hair with 
ribbons, and she was carrying her 
school bag. Th at was my fi rst time 
that I realized that in this big, cra-
zy world there were children that 
looked like children and even went 
to school.”
After the camp was liberated, 
the twins returned to Romania. Un-
der communist rule, Kor was con-
sidered uncooperative. At age 14, 
Kor still wanted to study, but she 
was kept out of schools in Romania. 
She joined the Communist 
Party, and it took her two years to 
get a visa that would allow her to 
leave for Israel in order to resume 
her studies. After graduating, she 
became a craftsman.
More striking than Kor’s positiv-
ity is her ability to forgive. “I have 
forgiven the Nazis. I have forgiven 
everybody,” she said. 
“I, a little victim of Auschwitz, 
have the power to forgive. No one 
could give me this power, and no 
one could take it away. All the vic-
tims of war are angry; they’re hope-
less. I discovered that I am not all 
of them.” 
Juliann Gross, a student major-
ing in business communication, 
had a similar reaction to Kor’s story.
“I have heard many survivor 
stories, but Eva’s will stick with me 
the most. Eva being so young and 
her being able to live a full life after 
being liberated is a relief as many 
survivors were not so lucky. I will be 
looking into her books she has writ-
ten, and I will take her story of will 
and forgiveness with me always,” 
Gross said.
Kor concluded her speech by 
urging her audience to forgive.
“Any of you here who are in an-
ger with anybody, who have felt 
victimized, have the power to for-
give,” she claims. “Take a piece of 
paper and a pen, and write a letter 
of forgiveness to the people who 
hurt you. At the bottom, at the end 
of your letter, write the words ‘I for-
give you.’”
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Holocaust medical research survivor recounts her experience
“Sexy” facilities upgrades forthcoming
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Currently, Baruch is in the fi rst 
of fi ve phases for implementing 
these projects.
“I classify the project in two 
ways. Th ere is sexy projects, and 
there is not sexy projects,” said Ed-
wards at the Oct. 6 meeting.
Taking care of heating ventila-
tion and air conditioning is one 
of the several “not-sexy” projects 
that comprise the campus upgrade 
plans. 
“I consider them not very 
sexy cause no one sees it. You all 
complain about it when it’s too 
hot or too cold, but when it’s just 
right I never hear from anyone,” 
Edwards joked.
By the year 2020, all energy 
consumption needs to be reduced 
by 20 percent, and Edwards noted 
that many of the capital projects 
address ventilation, because it will 
result in “a tremendous amount of 
energy reduction.” 
Th e entrance of the Verti-
cal Campus on 24th Street  will 
be closed for the next few weeks. 
Barriers will be put into place be-
fore construction starts. Addition-
ally, there will be buttons installed 
alongside the ribs of the building, 
which will function to prevent ice 
from building up and falling on pe-
destrians.
Th e “17-Lex Project” for the 23rd 
Street Building is what Edwards re-
ferred to as her “favorite personal 
nightmare.” Apologizing to students 
about getting to class in the build-
ing, Edwards noted that her offi  ce is 
in the building so she understands 
the headache it causes for some. “I 
am probably three times the age of 
most of you in here, and I personal-
ly have to climb nine fl ights of stairs 
sometimes. And I’ve had three knee 
operations,” she said. 
Th e fi rst project to commence in 
phase one will involve replacing the 
Con Edison vault on the corner of 
23rd Street and Lexington Avenue. 
Overall, projects of the fi rst phase 
will focus on improving building 
functions, so that in the following 
phases, the structural upgrades will 
be easier. 
While renovations to bath-
rooms appear to be in the works, 
they will not be addressed in the 
upcoming phases. Hand dryers 
should be installed by the end of 
January in the fi rst fi ve fl oors of 
the VC. Th e dryers have been pur-
chased already, but the installation 
will take time because only two 
electricians are available to work 
on installations.
Fixing the 23rd Street Building’s 
elevators is also part of the “17 Lex 
Project.” Th e elevators will be total-
ly replaced, but Edwards admitted 
that it would not be the fi rst thing 
on their agenda. She explained, 
“Th e electrics in the building is 
maxed out. We can’t add anything 
to that. If you look at our electric 
supply, it looks like a gerbil in a 
turnstile, running, trying to keep 
the record up.”
Working for the long term, Ed-
wards announced some short 
term fi xes for the time being. Two 
elevator maintenance people will 
be made available during the day 
Monday through Friday, introduc-
ing a quick fi x to the elevators get-
ting stuck. Th e ultimate goal is to 
replace the controls of the elevator. 
An electric board to fi x one elevator 
cost Baruch $170,000. Th e funding 
did not come from CUNY Central 
as the repair was not eligible under 
current capital requirements. 
Th e abandoned swimming pool 
on the fi rst fl oor of the 23rd Street 
Building will be removed and re-
placed with a new shell that will 
serve as the fi rst step in a process 
for building new elevators. In the 
following phases, 12 elevators are 
to be installed. 
Th e fi rst phase is the only phase 
that is fi nanced. Faced with budget 
cuts, Edwards does not have an ex-
act time table for the completion 
of subsequent phases. “I am actu-
ally horrendously understaff ed,” 
Edwards added. 
Th e CUNY outline for personnel 
per square foot recommends that 
Baruch has 154 people staff ed un-
der Edwards, who noted that there 
are currently 117. 
Edwards also said that building 
a shell in the elevator during the 
fi rst phase is a wise way to go about 
the planning because it “gets a foot 
in the door.” She added, “Look at 
how much tax-spending money 
you already put in here.”
She continued, “It would be re-
ally nice if all of you got into a bus 
and went up to Albany and ask for 
more money so that maybe your 
kids when they come here won’t 
have to climb nine fl ight of stairs.”
When the fl oor was opened for 
questions, the CUNY Coalition 
for Students with Disabilities ex-
pressed their concern about how 
the needs of the students with dis-
abilities will be accommodated in 
the new projects. Sean Liu, a rep-
resentative senator, asked about 
any improvements being made to 
the 23rd Street building entrance, 
saying, “it’s dangerous because the 
entrance is not leveled.”
“[Th e] ‘17 Lex Project’ is going 
to take care of that,” answered Ed-
wards. Th e entire entry way will be 
redone, and a ramp will be installed 
that leads to the public safety of-
fi ce. Before, the only entrance to 
the public safety offi  ce for people 
who cannot physically climb stairs 
was the 22nd Street entrance be-
tween the Administrative Building 
and Newman Hall. Th e whole front 
of the lobby will be lowered to the 
sidewalk, and there will be a ramp 
that will take the student to the 
public safety offi  ce.
Tuition freeze proposed
Kor posed for photos on Oct. 8, the night she spoke in the library building about forgiving the Nazis for their eugenic experiments.
KIMARA DAVIS | THE TICKER
BY NICOLE CLEMONS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
After fi ve years of consecutive 
CUNY and SUNY tuition hikes, 
the decision to “freeze” tuition or 
sanction another increase is still 
unresolved. Representatives of the 
University Student Senate will at-
tend the Tuesday, Oct. 13 Baruch 
Undergraduate Student Govern-
ment senate meeting to discuss 
their support for the tuition freeze. 
USG has yet to take a stance 
on the possible extension of the 
Rational Tuition Plan. Following a 
vote pushed by the CUNY Board of 
Trustees and a law passed by the 
New York State Legislature in June 
2011, CUNY resident undergradu-
ate tuition was increased by $300 
each academic year. 
Th e tuition has risen from 
$4,830 in the 2011 fi scal year to 
$6,330 in fi scal year 2016—a 30.4 
percent increase. 
After frequent protests among 
students, faculty and staff  in 2011, 
CUNY has coped with the Rational 
Tuition Plan until its culmination 
this year. 
In May 2015, USS passed a res-
olution in unanimous support of a 
tuition freeze stating that it “here-
by expressly rejects any extension 
of the ‘Rational’ Tuition Plan,” and 
that the USS “calls on the state 
legislature to fund the increasing 
mandatory cost within CUNY as 
part of the maintenance eff ort.” 
Lucas Almonte, the USS vice 
chair of legislative aff airs, said that 
the USS resolution was formulated 
following discussions with USS 
members and the 2014-2015 stu-
dent government presidents. 
“Our main goals in creating 
the resolution was to underscore 
the divestment from higher edu-
cation in New York State, the out-
dated state tuition assistance pro-
gram, and to further highlight the 
increasing costs associated with 
earning a higher education in New 
York City,” said Almonte. 
Th e resolution states that “New 
York State’s Tuition Assistance 
Program has failed to keep up with 
the rising cost of undergraduate 
tuition with a current maximum 
award of $5,135-1,195 less than the 
2015-2016 undergraduate rate at 
CUNY senior colleges.” 
Th e resolution continues on 
the grounds that New York State 
has not covered increasing fi xed 
costs, resulting in a $51 million 
budget gap for mandatory costs. 
Th e gaps will most likely be paid 
for by student tuition. 
“Our resolution recognizes that 
CUNY is facing serious budget 
cuts due to increasing mandatory 
costs such as health insurance and 
pensions, and contractually man-
dated annual salary increases,” 
said Almonte. 
“However, the current Ratio-
nal Tuition Plan was supposed to 
cover these fi xed costs, but our 
state failed to cover the operation-
al expenses beyond the baseline, 
and students cannot aff ord to con-
tinue to pay for broken promises,” 
he continued. 
Since the release of the USS 
resolution in May, CUNY student 
governments, such as the under-
graduate student governments at 
LaGuardia Community College, 
New York City College of Technol-
ogy and Queens College, have all 
adopted the same resolution re-
jecting the possible extension of 
the Rational Tuition Plan. 
After the Oct. 13, USG sen-
ate meeting, Daniel Dornbaum, 
USG vice president of legislative 
aff airs and Baruch USS alternate, 
will create two resolutions, one in 
support and one against the pos-
sible extension of the Rational Tu-
ition Plan for the senate to vote in 
favor of. 
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As their time without contract increases, members of PSC-CU-
NY seem to be more willing to act out. On Oct. 1, members of the 
union paid a visit to CUNY Chancellor James Milliken’s home in or-
der to stage a protest. Entitled, “A Wake Up Call to Chancellor Mil-
liken,” the group parked themselves outside of the chancellor’s Man-
hattan apartment in order to protest the lack of action in settling 
their contracts. 
Th e protest, which had an attendance of close to 1,000 people, 
was surely not just an inconvenience for the chancellor, but a public 
relations disaster for CUNY itself. 
Perhaps it is being underestimated just how relevant this issue is not 
just to faculty and staff , but also to the students of CUNY themselves. 
PSC-CUNY is a large union comprised of a variety of CUNY employees, 
from custodians all the way to professors. Th e group has recently been 
motivated by a single goal: to acquire what they believe to be just and 
fair compensation for years of work that have gone without contractual 
agreement. 
As of now, the group has chosen to target Milliken as their central 
focus, but what happens when that line of protesting becomes ineff ec-
tive? 
If PSC-CUNY decided to amp up their cause, they would need 
to do something that would be attention-grabbing and get their 
point across. In that case, PSC-CUNY may acquire a new target in the 
form of CUNY students themselves. 
What kind of damage would a single day of civil disobedience by 
the union’s members accomplish? What would happen if CUNY pro-
fessors decided to simply not teach, or if custodial staff  decided not to 
perform maintenance for a single day? Even just a single day of strik-
ing would deal a blow to the way that CUNY schools, Baruch College 
included, operate. Th e issues that PSC-CUNY is fi ghting for do not 
solely aff ect employees, but everyone, students included, within the 
CUNY school system.
 Th ese protesters are valid members of the CUNY community and 
as such, students should be sympathetic to their cause. PSC-CUNY is 
already making plans for a “Disruptive Mass Action” on Nov. 4. 
Students need to be aware of the current happenings that are occur-
ring with this situation, and just what the consequences are of leaving 
these employees without a contract. 
Otherwise, there may be a day where you will come to school to 
fi nd the hallways of Baruch fl ooded, the elevators busted and all of the 
professors gone.
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
PSC-CUNY’s struggle has a 
signifi cant impact on students
REBECCA VICENTE I THE TICKER
After riding in on a conserva-tive tidal wave, John Boehner announced that he would be 
resigning as speaker of the House, 
ousted by the very same Republi-
cans who swept him into power. As 
speaker, he controlled the fl oor of the 
House and presided over the passing 
of numerous bills and laws. Boehner 
was essentially the bouncer of Club 
Congress, which would be a ter-
rible club to go to. Under his speak-
ership he enacted budget cuts that 
decreased federal spending for two 
years in a row and made most of the 
Bush tax cuts permanent. 
Boehner’s announcement leaves 
the House scrambling to fi nd a 
new speaker in a time when his fel-
low Republicans are as fractured 
as ever. Boehner follows his prede-
cessor’s footsteps, who left with the 
same problems that plagued his 
own tenure. 
Th e House’s most immediate is-
sue is to fi nd a new speaker. Th e most 
likely successor to Boehner would 
be the House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy of California. He is well-
liked by the more conservative mem-
bers of the House, one reason being 
that he would bend more easily to 
their will. 
Th eir will being to grind our gov-
ernment to a halt and keep it grid-
locked as it has been for the past 
fi ve years. Another choice would 
be former Vice President-nominee 
Paul Ryan, however, Ryan has stated 
he does not want the job. And who 
can blame him? Being speaker of 
the House seems like an awful job. 
Boehner, who once said that he “had 
the eighth most-conservative voting 
record in Congress,” was still not con-
servative enough for factions within 
his party. 
Boehner’s resignation has only in-
tensifi ed the divide within the Repub-
lican Party between the moderates 
and the radical hardliners. Hardline 
conservatives see this as an oppor-
tunity to push against the establish-
ment. Th ey see Boehner and more 
moderate Republicans as RINOs, 
Republicans in Name Only. What is 
ironic however, is that this is exactly 
what hardliners appear to be. 
Th ese so-called Republicans 
have accomplished nothing, be-
sides damaging the Republican 
Party brand. Th ese are the same 
people who shut down the govern-
ment in 2013 over the Aff ordable 
Care Act and now want to shut 
down the government again over 
Planned Parenthood. 
Th ey complain that no one ap-
preciates their true genius and then 
try to blow things up when they do 
not get their way. Moderate Repub-
licans now fear for the future of their 
party, claiming the march to the right 
that the hardliners are leading them 
on is “suicidal.” 
Whoever ends up being the next 
speaker of the House will face the 
same problems Boehner faced dur-
ing his tenure as speaker, with the 
main problem being a lack of willing-
ness to compromise, which is seen as 
a sign of strength. For hardline con-
servatives, Boehner was too willing 
to compromise with the president. 
So the next speaker will be under im-
mense amounts of pressure not to 
compromise at all with the president 
or democrats. 
With this animosity against com-
promise, the new speaker’s job is 
that much harder. In the coming 
months, Congress and the president 
must agree on raising the federal 
debt ceiling, a long term spending 
bill to fund the government and 
deal with the imminent end of many 
highway programs. 
Th e president and Congress will 
not see eye to eye on any of these 
issues. And if compromise is not 
an option, we are looking at seri-
ous damage to the U.S. economy 
and infrastructure.
Th is could be a defi ning moment 
for the Republican Party as a whole. 
Th e anti-government fever is reach-
ing its peak. Increasingly radical 
conservatives are exploiting this to 
gain infl uence over a once-orderly 
Republican Party. Th is is the time 
that real Republicans need to make 
a decision, to choose between stand-
ing up to this radical fundamental-
ism and regaining control of their 
party, or laying down and watch-
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levators, escalators and doors 
lead to classrooms where 
each student’s undivided at-
tention is expected to ensure suc-
cess. Holding the door open for 
someone often does not result in 
a “thank you” because that person 
is too busy texting his or her life 
away. Quickly reaching an arm out 
to keep the elevator door open for a 
person rushing to make it in is the 
kind thing to do, and so is saying 
“thank you” when someone does it 
for you—unless the mind is occu-
pied with thoughts of how to reply 
to a less-than important text mes-
sage. Simple instances as such are 
where face-to-face socialization is 
essential, yet college students are 
losing social skills in favor of other 
forms of communication.
Texting without looking has 
become a fad in college class-
rooms. Instead of participating in 
class, watching a friend’s Snap-
chat story or playing detective on 
an ex-lover’s Instagram page from 
a handheld screen has become 
more important. Th e origin of the 
word “screen” can be traced back 
to the 14th century  when it meant 
“a barrier of some kind.” College 
students create a barrier for them-
selves when texting and using other 
forms of communication because it 
prevents them from creating rela-
tionships on a more personal and 
genuine level. Th e screens on tab-
lets, phones and computers grasp 
an individual’s attention—physi-
cally and cognitively—and are seen 
as tools to mediate, alter and shape 
ongoing activities in everyday life. 
College students, as mature as 
they may believe themselves to be, 
break up with one another through 
texts or instant messages. When 
delivering bad news or discussing 
something important, often times 
it is uncomfortable. In face-to-face 
conversations, thinking on your 
toes is required in order to respond 
right away. Because college stu-
dents depend on their phones so 
much to have personal and impor-
tant conversations, they get timid 
and awkward. Smartphones have 
become the escape route for even 
small talk. Even a professor’s offi  ce 
hours are pointless thanks to tex-
ting and other forms of communi-
cation such as emailing. 
College students do not have 
the time to go to offi  ce hours given 
their busy schedules and even if 
they do, they prefer emailing pro-
fessors instead of meeting them 
face-to-face. Most offi  ce hours 
have become “by appointment 
only.” Rather than sitting in their 
offi  ce for two hours waiting for a 
student to come by in need of as-
sistance, professors use appoint-
ments as a guideline to plan when 
they need to be in their offi  ce. Th e 
“by appointment only” rule may be 
popular in syllabi because profes-
sors would much rather sit in Star-
bucks and have fi reside chats with 
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October is a busy months for sports. Basketball and hockey are just 
beginning, the NFL regular season is in full swing and it is playoff  time 
for baseball. Th ere are numerous ways to enjoy any of these sports. Tra-
ditionally, fans follow a team and sometimes a few individual players. 
Fans take the time to watch these teams or players every week and fol-
low news about them. With the advent of fantasy sports though, fans 
are more engaged than ever before. Over the past 10 years, the num-
ber of people who participate in fantasy sports has nearly quadrupled. 
As of 2015, an estimated 58.6 million people play in the United States. 
and Canada. Th ose who partake in fantasy sports leagues are forced to 
spread their interests over an entire professional sports league.
Fantasy sports off er a way for fans to engage in a sport in a mean-
ingful, sometimes complicated way. Tony Romo might be your fantasy 
football quarterback, but if you are a Giants fan, there is an immeasur-
able confl ict within when watching a Giants versus Cowboys game.
Managing an aggregate fantasy team composed of players from all 
corners of a sports league creates a unique game-watching experience. 
If you have a fantasy sports team, your interests and alliances are di-
vided. Fantasy sports add an interesting depth to being a sports fan. 
Fantasy sports add depth for fans
With the Republican Party in a divided state, the new speaker of the House must band them together
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n Afghanistan, there is a name 
for young boys who are used as 
objects of sexual pleasure for 
grown men. Th ey are known as “ba-
cha bazi,” or “tea boys,” according 
to American service members sta-
tioned in Afghanistan. Within the 
country, there have been many in-
stances of men raping young boys.
An article by Th e New York 
Times published a few weeks ago 
reported that superiors have told 
U.S. service members to look the 
other way and ignore these hei-
nous acts that any well-informed 
person would call rape. 
If these allegations are ac-
curate, then these acts would be 
in violation of the “Leahy Law,” 
which forbids military aid to for-
eign militaries that have commit-
ted human rights violations. It 
is imperative that Congress take 
the necessary steps to ensure that 
funds allocated for the restoration 
and rebuilding of security forces 
in Afghanistan are not going to 
waste. What has long been a hu-
man rights issue has now become 
a taxpayer’s issue.
Th e U.S. military and its mem-
bers are a refl ection of this coun-
try’s people overseas, and as such, 
should be viewed as stewards of 
the democratic principles that 
defi ne our nation. To hear about 
U.S. commanders instructing their 
subordinates to look the other 
way is a clear violation of the trust 
that citizens place on their ser-
vice members. Moreso, it creates 
distrust of U.S. military personnel 
and the policies they implement 
overseas.If we allow these types of 
atrocities to continue in Afghani-
stan, then this is no better than 
leaving the Taliban and al-Qaida 
in power—terrorist groups that the 
United States and its Allies fought 
to defeat in Afghanistan.
Immediately after the release 
of Th e New York Times article, the 
top commander in Afghanistan, 
Army Gen. John Campbell, issued 
a statement on the matter. Accord-
ing to Campbell “any suspicions of 
sexual abuse will be immediately 
reported to the chain of command, 
regardless of who the alleged 
perpetrators or victims are.”
However isolated these inci-
dents are, they should be reported 
to the appropriate authorities. Th e 
Afghan commanders who are ac-
cused of these acts of child rape 
should be dismissed immediately 
from their positions to dispel any 
type of infl uence they may exert 
over the local population.
Sgt. 1st Class Charles Mart-
land, a Green Beret, had been dis-
charged from the Army following 
an incident with an alleged perpe-
trator back in 2011. Martland and 
Capt. Daniel Quinn, his detach-
ment commander were informed 
that a local police commander they 
were mentoring had kidnapped 
a local boy, chained him to a bed 
and raped him for a week. When 
the boy’s mother came to accuse 
the man and get her son, she was 
punched in the face. Subsequent-
ly, both Quinn and Martland ap-
proached the man about these al-
legations and he simply “laughed” 
it off  like it was not a big deal. 
Sources say that the Afghan 
man was “beaten to within an inch 
of his life.” Martland and Quinn 
both state that they had shoved the 
man to the ground and kicked him 
off  their base. However, the actual 
events of that day have not been 
investigated so it is diffi  cult to of-
fi cially determine what happened. 
Despite his dismissal from the 
Green Berets, Martland has been 
receiving unanimous support not 
only from members of his former 
unit but also Rep. Duncan Hunter 
of California. Hunter, himself a 
former Marine, says that “the fact 
that this one incident—an incident 
that was seriously misinterpreted 
by Army leadership, without even 
taking into consideration the 
moral necessity to intervene—is 
now the determining factor in SFC 
Martland’s career is a black mark 
for the U.S. Army.”
As the details that reveal what 
actually occurred on that day un-
fold, leaders in both Congress and 
the military should emphasize that 
this type of behavior should never 
occur under any circumstances. 
Even if this is a part of a country’s 
culture, there should be measures 
in place to prevent service mem-
bers from having to make diffi  cult 
decisions, such as the one that 
Martland is currently facing. 
-Josue Alvarado
Public Aff airs ’16 
Military must curb Afghanistan abuse
T
here is a story making head-
lines concerning a drug that 
treats HIV. Th e medication, 
Daraprim, skyrocketed in price 
from $13.50 a tablet to an astound-
ing $750 per pill just overnight. As 
a result, Turing Pharmaceuticals, 
the company that controls rights 
to the drug, has been caught in the 
midst of a massive controversy. 
While the increase in price has 
its pros and cons, there are larger 
ethical issues surrounding the 
story that pose the question: Is the 
increase in the price of Daraprim 
justifi ed as a smart business deci-
sion, or is it ethically wrong?
While the price increase of 
Daraprim is not the only example 
of increased generic pharmaceu-
ticals, it has made headlines be-
cause of its popularity and treat-
ment of a life-threatening parasitic 
infection. In fact, price increases, 
such as what Daraprim has seen, 
have resulted from many phar-
maceutical companies buying out 
older drugs in a strategy to fl ip 
them into high-priced moneymak-
ers. Th is is an all-too-common fl aw 
in our capitalistic society, which 
has produced greedier corporate 
businessmen who are attempting 
to make millions for themselves. 
For them, making a profi t trumps 
any other goal. But where is the 
line between being a smart busi-
nessman and putting a price on a 
human life? 
It is not realistic to assume 
life-saving drugs and medicines 
can be made free to the public, 
or even at a low and aff ordable 
cost in the healthcare system that 
the United States has had in place 
for years. However, perhaps more 
government regulations need to 
be placed on companies such as 
Turing and Rodelis Th erapeutics, 
which tried to hike the price of Cy-
closerine, a specialized tuberculo-
sis drug, to ensure that the prices 
of their drugs do not get too high 
that hospitals cannot even aff ord 
to have them shipped in. Cur-
rently, those under Medicaid and 
certain hospitals will receive a dis-
count on the drug. But what about 
the millions of Americans who do 
not have insurance or are under 
Medicare? Th ey will most likely 
have to pay a tremendous out-of-
pocket fi gure. Sadly, for most, that 
is not an option fi nancially, so they 
will not get the proper, perhaps 
life-saving treatment they need. 
While there are drugs that are 
available that work in similar ways 
as Daraprim, according to Dr. 
Wendy Armstrong, a professor of 
infectious diseases at Emory Uni-
versity, this is not, “one of those 
diseases where we have been 
clamoring for better therapies.” 
Daraprim is, medically speaking, 
the best pharmaceutical drug on 
the market for the treatment of 
HIV, and therefore, should be the 
most widely available. 
Large-scale companies are 
able to hold monopolies over the 
sales of drugs such as Daraprim 
and Cycloserine because they 
are the most eff ective, and there-
fore, the most in demand. By that 
logic, charging more will generate 
more profi t, because people are 
willing to pay a higher price for 
the same dosage.  
Depending on your outlook, 
this story can be read as a smart 
business decision, either as fueling 
a capitalistic, competitive market 
that helps the economy in the long 
run or as another example of a big-
shot corporation taking advantage 
of the little guy.
-Meghan Daly
Marketing ’18
Profi t cannot trump life
TPP proves itself as a necessary evil
T
hough long shrouded in 
mystery, the groundbreak-
ing trade agreement about 
which every isolationist and glo-
balization nut are buzzing has fi -
nally come to fruition. Th e Trans-
Pacifi c Partnership agreement is a 
massive free trade agreement bro-
kered between 12 Pacifi c Rim and 
North American countries. Th e 
TPP was borne from a four-way 
trade agreement between Brunei, 
Chile, New Zealand and Singapore 
dating back to 2006.
Th e TPP lowers barriers to 
trade like tariff s and quotas, while 
establishing a “common framwork 
for intellectual property” in ad-
dition to common standards for 
labor and environmental law. Th e 
TPP also establishes an Investor 
State Dispute Settlement mecha-
nism, similar to the one created by 
NAFTA. According to the United 
States Trade Representative, the 
goal of the TPP is to, “enhance 
trade and investment among the 
TPP partner countries, to promote 
innovation, economic growth and 
development, and to support the 
creation and retention of jobs.”
Notwithstanding that it still 
needs to make it through U.S. Con-
gress with or without a fast track, 
the divisive deal has garnered ac-
cusations that it does not protect 
American workers while simulta-
neously exposing them to fi erce 
international competition. Th e 
deal also says nothing about cur-
rency manipulation, which could 
artifi cially make a country of lesser 
economic standing more competi-
tive than it should be.
However, the part of the deal 
that has attracted the loudest vit-
riol is the ISDS framework. In a let-
ter to Congress, renowned econo-
mist Joseph Stiglitz, argued that 
the ISDS will “[rewrite] the rules of 
how our economy works, tipping 
the balance of power in favor of big 
businesses at the expense of work-
ers and the public here and in part-
ner countries.” His rationale is that 
when a home country makes regu-
lations that eff ect a foreign owned 
corporation, said corporation can 
seek arbitration to essentially work 
around domestic standards and 
regulations. Th e arbitration is con-
ducted by an international panel 
without respect to jurisprudence 
and precedence, which Stiglitz ar-
gues is a complete violation of U.S. 
judicial standards. Stiglitz reasons 
that, if we are to trust the rule of 
law in the countries with which we 
are brokering an agreement, why 
do we need to rewrite these rules 
unless an ulterior motive is at play? 
Stiglitz is but one of many 
prominent economists and diplo-
mats who have spoken out against 
the deal. Presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton, who once cele-
brated the deal during her days in 
the State Department, is calling for 
a renegotiation of terms. Clinton 
argues that the deal is detrimental 
to U.S. industry and labor. It might 
be easy to shrug her critique off  as 
vote-getting hypocrisy, but there is 
still merit to what she says. 
 Despite all this, it seems that 
opinions on the deal are evenly 
split down the center. Proponents, 
and yes they exist, insist that in-
ternationalized free trade will not 
only be benefi cial for all players in-
volved, it will also allow the United 
States—and not China—to dictate 
the rules of the global economy. 
Th is deal is the lynchpin in Presi-
dent Obama’s “pivot to Asia” pol-
icy. Th ere is no denying that free 
trade at such a scale is going to 
have winners and losers. Domestic 
industries that are not as competi-
tive, and likewise workers who lack 
competitive skills, will assuredly 
lose. Whether this is a bad thing 
depends on whom you are asking. 
Supporters of the TPP argue 
that the benefi ts, severely out-
weigh the consequences. Th e slew 
of economists who support it be-
lieve that protecting U.S. industry 
at the expense of free trade is not 
only harmful to the global econ-
omy, it needlessly and artifi cially 
props up dying businesses. Th ese 
neo-liberalists believe whole-
heartedly in the ability of the free 
market to organize production in 
such a way that short-term losses 
will yield long-term gains. 
Th e fact of the matter is, our 
globalized world can no longer 
be controlled through brute force 
alone. Th e United States must 
be fl exible and diversifi ed in its 
strategy selection when it comes 
to maintaining dominance. Slip-
ping out of geopolitical preemi-
nence means sacrifi cing many of 
the luxuries we enjoy today—that 
includes our safety and our econo-
my. We are indeed an aging super-
power, and deals like the TPP buy 
us necessary breathing room in 
the race to the top. In this light, the 
TPP is undoubtedly a necessary 
evil. But from an equity perspec-
tive, sacrifi cing bargaining power 
for labor and industry is a danger-
ous path to follow. It will be up to 
Congress in all its infi nite, shut-
down-the-government wisdom to 
decide the fate of what essentially 




Self-improvement is a 
journey that never ends
C
an you creatively utilize an 
asset that you have not yet 
mastered? Is it possible to 
add something new or valuable 
to a process that you do not know 
everything about? Th ese are the 
types of questions I seek to an-
swer as I discover new aspects of 
student government and myself. 
Every day there are new pieces to 
add to the puzzle .
Th ere is an old saying that “one 
should know everything about 
something, and something about 
everything.” Th is is an idealistic 
proverb to adopt as a life motto 
but to an extent, I think most 
people would agree with its ba-
sic message: jack-of-all-trades, 
master of one. Th e problem de-
velops when people fail to meet 
the standards or the implica-
tions of the phrase, “everything 
about something.” 
For example, when consider-
ing careers, the average individual 
will contemplate the things that 
are most important to them—
money, happiness and success—
and evaluate such things to the 
opportunities made available to 
them like job openings, power 
and status. Once they have made 
a decision, they take up a course 
of study that will qualify them as 
a practitioner. Rarely do people 
ever take on the idea of lifelong 
learning to the extent of pursuing 
such a course where they could 
be termed a master or expert. As 
soon as working knowledge is ac-
quired, one will settle down and 
wait for experience and seniority 
to do the rest.
But is that a realistic approach? 
It might be, but only if that experi-
ence is coupled with training and 
the willingness to learn. I have 
defi nitively defi ned success as a 
result of continuous self-improve-
ment. If you are not constantly 
investing in yourself and your ca-
pabilities, you will not succeed in 
a way that is giving to you and to 
others. Th roughout my journey 
as a student leader, I have found 
that I can creatively add to some-
thing without fully comprehend-
ing every aspect of that “some-
thing,” as long as I am willing to 
take a chance on expressing my 
ideas and receive feedback and as 
a result, improve. 
Not only am I all about self-
improvement, but so are the other 
members of student government. 
For example, Cherry Aung, our 
vice president of academic af-
fairs, has taken on Baruch’s very 
fi rst homecoming and Candice 
Chatterpaul, our vice president 
of student services, is hosting a 
lip sync battle! To fi nd more in-
formation about these events and 
all other Undergraduate Student 
Government related things please 
be sure to check out our website 
www.usg-bearcat.com. 
Nardine Salama is the vice presi-
dent of Baruch College’s Under-
graduate Student Government. 
She may be reached at nardine.
salama@usgbaruch.com. 
The idea that the military is telling its men to ignore human rights violations is sickening and wrong Increasing the price of life-saving drugs is unfortunately common
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If we allow these types of atrocities to continue in Afghani-
stan, then this is no better than leaving the Taliban and al-
Qaida in power—terrorist groups that the United States and 
its Allies fought to defeat in every corner of Afghanistan.
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In fact, the Union coordinates 
signifi cantly with the U.S. Federal 
Trade Commission, specifi cally the 
Bureau of Competition.
Her main objective for initiat-
ing the investigation, Vestager ex-
plained, was to protect the Euro-
pean consumer. When describing 
the current state of the EU and its 
global infl uence, she drew on his-
tory claiming that the Union was 
created to protect entrepreneurs, 
investors and the common con-
sumer alike. Th e European Compe-
tition Commission not only over-
sees the fairness of competition 
among diff erent businesses, but 
also the foreign competition among 
diff erent countries.
Vestager stressed that the Union 
and its subsidiary commissions 
have united the countries that 
comprise it and that its main focus 
is to defend citizens that rely on 
politicians like her to fi ght for their 
rights. Th e commissioner briefl y 
mentioned many of the successful 
antitrust cases that were led by the 
European Competition Commis-
sion. One was their victory against 
manufacturers and distributors of 
common household food items. 
Th e commission successfully, as 
a result, rid the food sector of mo-
nopolistic practices. 
Despite her focus on the nature 
of competition involving antitrust 
lawsuits, Vestager expanded her 
opinion of the EU as a whole and 
the current stance of politics in 
the region. She explained that the 
Union’s actions are widely under 
speculation and are consistently 
making headlines across the world 
due to its infl uence on a global 
scale. She proclaimed that the 
EU’s strength as a political entity 
is a strong indication of stability 
in today’s world.  
In her discussion of the varying 
views of the Union, the commis-
sioner listed and briefl y discussed 
three angles she feels are impor-
tant to take note of when deter-
mining the eff ect the Union has on 
politics as a whole. 
Th e fi rst was that politics are 
based on certain broadly ac-
cepted values and principles. 
By looking out for the consumer 
and maintaining an objective 
stance, she believes the EU has 
accomplished this. 
Next, was that competition en-
forcement relates to wider poli-
tics. Th at too, she conferred the 
Union has adhered to.  Lastly, that 
the commission’s competition in-
vestigations are independent of 
law enforcement.
Th is point Vestager stressed 
strongly when listing the three 
points and when concluding her 
speech.  It is common misconcep-
tion, she described, that antitrust 
investigations always involve the 
commission working alongside 
the courts. Th e commission is a 
completely separate entity from 
the judicial system, both per-
forming diff erent responsibilities. 
“Th e competition commission is 
committed to fairness, due pro-
cess and transparency,” Vestager 
said of the diff erence between the 
two branches. 
She also added that the only 
driving force of the commission 
to take action is the law. Both the 
courts and the commission alike 
adhere to the law in order to en-
sure the market remains open 
and keeps pace with markets to 
benefi t consumers.
Once Vestager concluded this 
way, the fl oor was opened up to 
a 30-minute Q&A session.  Th ose 
who attended the event ranged 
from Baruch faculty and students 
to local residents and internation-
al guests. One attendee inquired 
about Vestager’s opinion on the 
role technology has in politics and 
foreign relations. Th e Danish poli-
tician drew on history once again 
in her response. She replied that 
whenever technology changes, 
society is inevitably changed as a 
whole. New technology means get-
ting accustomed to new conditions 
and ways of doing things, and al-
most always is met with fear at fi rst. 
She retorted that while it is impor-
tant to be mindful of technology, it 
is not a fundamental issue at hand.
Several of the other questions 
referred to the various antitrust 
investigations Vestager has initi-
ated. One specifi cally asked her 
opinion of the more recent anti-
trust investigation against Android 
and how that would infl uence 
people’s views of the prior Google 
investigation.  Although she did 
not provide a sound conclusion, 
Vestager did mention that there are 
always inadvertent eff ects of these 
situations and that almost always 
involves altering or challenging 
people’s outlooks. 
In hosting this event, Baruch 
allowed attendees to hear the 
woman who has made interna-
tional headlines speak on recent 
media stories right in their local 
city. After a sincere thank you from 
the Speaker Series director, guests 
had the opportunity to speak with 
Vestager individually.
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As part of the Zicklin Speaker Series, Vestager spoke to the audience about the nature of the Competition Comission.
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EU commissioner for competition speaks at Zicklin-hosted event
BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO AND MARIA 
MARKOWICZ
BUSINESS EDITOR AND SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
EDITOR
In a somewhat unsurprising 
press release, the Board of Gover-
nors of the Federal Reserve System 
revealed their decision to keep the 
current target range for interest 
rates unchanged.
Th e decision to lower inter-
est rates was a response to the 
2008-2009 economic recession. 
At the time, this move was aimed 
at strengthening the economy, 
and the rate has since remained 
unchanged.
“[T]he committee reaffi  rmed 
its view that the current 0 to 1/4 
percent target rate for the federal 
funds rate remains appropriate,” 
the Sep. 17 press release states. 
“Th e Committee anticipates that 
it will be appropriate to raise the 
target range for the federal funds 
rate when it has seen some further 
improvement in the labor mar-
ket and is reasonably confi dent 
that infl ation will move back to 
its two percent objective over the 
medium term.”
Statistics reported by Reuters 
show that the economy is heading 
in the right direction—the Septem-
ber unemployment rate remained 
at 5.1 percent, with 142,000 jobs 
added to the U.S. markets. Th e 
increase in household spending 
stands at $25.09 per hour.
“[T]he decision [to raise interest 
rates] will depend on a wide range 
of economic and fi nancial indica-
tors and our assessment of their 
cumulative implications for actual 
and expected progress toward our 
objectives,” Janet Yellen, chair of 
the FRB, said in her press confer-
ence on Sep. 17. But the bigger pic-
ture shows a diff erent story—the 
amount of jobs added to the market 
was 81,000 lower than the amount 
of jobs added in July, and the hir-
ing rate is 0.2 to 0.4 percent lower 
than the norm. Furthermore, wage 
growth is still 0.8 percent to 1.8 per-
cent below normal levels.
Th e aforementioned factors, 
combined with the economic tur-
moil stemming from troubles in 
China and among big companies 
like Volkswagen, suggest that the 
Fed interest rates may not be raised 
in the near future.
“Th e unemployment rate and 
the infl ation ere no longer the trig-
gers for Fed action,” Rex Nutting—a 
journalist and economist—wrote in 
a MarketWatch blog post. “Instead, 
it’s the Shanghai market, the price 
of oil, the value of the dollar, and 
the stability of dozens of econo-
mies that will tell the Fed when it’s 
safe to raise rates.”
Th is shows a diff erent perspec-
tive to the issue. For the fi rst time, 
the decision to keep the interest 
rate close to zero was not infl u-
enced by a bad state of the U.S. 
economy alone. 
Rather, Yellen might have been 
convinced by the underperforming 
economies and issues that came 
from overseas.
Th e Fed’s decision has not been 
without major criticism. Activist 
and Investor Carl Icahn recently 
posted a 50-minute video on his 
website titled “Danger Ahead.” 
Icahn believes that the Fed has 
been given too much power, 
and that rampant lower inter-
est rates are causing economic 
bubbles everywhere. 
In the video, Icahn states, “I’m 
not here to criticise the Fed, be-
cause the Fed did save us in ’08. 
Th en again, you can argue the 
Fed got us into it in ’02 and ’03 
with very low interest rates.” Icahn 
fears there will be repercussions 
in not only the stock market, but 
also the junk bond market and
the housing market.
Icahn refers to the low interest 
rate as a “medicine,” or crutch for 
investors, and fears that with sus-
tained low interest rates, there will 
be unseen repercussions. He feels 
the need to raise red fl ags about 
this issue because he believes that 
if more investors had warned about 
the subprime mortgage market in 
2007, the fi nancial crisis could have 
been avoided.
Interestingly enough, the results 
of a survey conducted by the Wall 
Street Journal proved to be correct. 
In the survey, 54 percent of econo-
mists predicted that the Federal Re-
serve would not raise interest rates 
at the September meeting.
Part of this prediction might 
have been infl uenced by the opin-
ions of the Fed members on rais-
ing the interest rates. For instance, 
New York Fed President William 
Dudley was against raising the in-
terest rates in the Sep. 17 meeting, 
claiming that the instability in glob-
al markets increased risks for the 
future of the U.S. economy.
“From my perspective, at this 
moment, the decision to begin 
the normalization process at the 
September FOMC meeting seems 
less compelling to me than it was 
a few weeks ago,” Dudley said in a 
press conference.
Still, other federal bankers fear 
that there may be problems for the 
economy of the interest rate isn’t 
raised soon. John Williams, presi-
dent of the San Francisco Federal 
Reserve Bank, in a statement made 
the week after the Fed’s decision, 
said, “I don’t think we are at a tip-
ping point yet—but I am looking at 
the path we’re on and looking out 
for potential potholes.”
Williams supported the FOMC’s 
decision to wait on raising interest 
rates but feels that they should be 
raised before the end of the year. 
He went on further to say, 
“When you have a high-pressure 
economy, with unsustainably 
high levels of economic activity 
for a long period of time, people 
may make decisions based on 
excessive optimism, rather than 
sound economic basics,” Williams 
warned. “One lesson I have taken 
from past episodes is that once 
the imbalances have grown large, 
the options to deal with them 
are limited.”
In the end, both sides seem 
to make compelling arguments. 
While the U.S. economy is in a bet-
ter condition compared to two or 
three years ago, recent develop-
ments on global market may coun-
terbalance these improvements. 
If these do not improve, it is likely 
that the Fed interest rate will not be 
raised this year.
Fed may raise rates by end of 2015, decision faces much criticism
WWW.CARLICAHN.COM
Carl Icahn is one of the main adversaries of continued lower interest rates. He believes the market is serverely over-heated. 
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Apple has announced the sale 
of more than 13 million iPhone 
6S and iPhone 6S Plus models 
within three days of the products’ 
launch date.  
Th is is 30 percent more sales 
than the number of iPhone 6 and 6 
Plus products sold during their fi rst 
launch weekend a mere year ago.  
Th e newest Apple products 
were released in a dozen countries 
throughout the United Kingdom, 
United States and Australia on 
Sep. 28. 
Apple’s sales surpassed the Wall 
Street projection by one million, 
breaking estimates as well as set-
ting a new record for the tech giant. 
Th e reason for this jump in sales 
from last year is namely because of 
the geographical increase of areas 
in which the products were sold. 
Th is year, the iPhones hit China, 
one of Apple’s biggest markets, on 
the premiere launch date. 
China did not sell the iPhone 
on its fi rst weekend release a year 
before due to regulatory reasons. 
Th is is the fi rst time the iPhone 
6S launched in China, the Unit-
ed States and Europe within the 
same weekend.  
According to Walter Piecyk, an 
analyst at BTIG Research, the addi-
tion of China to the set of fi rst-week 
release date more than doubled the 
initial market size. 
Jan Dawson, the chief analyst at 
Jackdaw Research, also expected 
higher fi rst-weekend sales because 
of the extended period for ordering 
the new iPhones in comparison to 
previous years. 
In a statement by Tim Cook, 
the Apple CEO claimed: “Sales for 
iPhone 6S and iPhone 6S Plus have 
been phenomenal, blowing past 
any previous fi rst weekend sales re-
sults in Apple’s history. 
Customers’ feedback is incred-
ible and they are loving 3-D Touch 
and Live Photos, and we can’t wait 
to bring iPhone 6S and iPhone 6S 
Plus to customers in even more 
countries.” 
Th e ninth-generation Apple 
products feature multi-touch in-
terface with 3-D Touch, which 
according to Apple, “senses how 
deeply you press the display, let-
ting you do essential things more 
quickly and simply,” as well as Live 
Photos, which put the pictures you 
take into motion using the latest 
Apple technology. 
In addition, the newest iPhones 
include LTE Advanced with speeds 
up to twice as fast as the preced-
ing iPhones. Its refi ned capabili-
ties allow for the iPhone 6S to surf 
the web and download apps at 
increased speeds. 
Th e iPhones have also increased 
picture quality with the new A9 
chip, designed by Apple. Th e chip, 
which has increased Central Pro-
cessing Unit performance by up to 
70 percent in comparison to the 
previous generation of iPhones, 
allows for the highest quality de-
veloped by the off erings of Apple. 
Th e chip allows for a 12-mega-
pixel iSight camera and a 5-mega-
pixel Facetime HD camera with 
Retina Flash. 
Touch ID has also been im-
proved, allowing users to make 
purchases with Apple Pay with the 
same fi nger used to unlock the 
phone. Th e increase in algorith-
mic capability detects fi ngerprints 
more accurately and quickly than 
ever before.
According to Apple, the iPhone 
6S and iPhone 6S Plus are noted 
to have been designed with “the 
strongest glass on any smartphone 
and 7000 series aluminum, the 
same alloy used in the aerospace 
industry.” 
Th ey are available in metal-
lic fi nishes that include silver, 
gold, space gray and rose gold, the 
newest color. 
Th e new iPhone has upgraded 
built-in apps, such as a redesigned 
Notes app, detailed transit infor-
mation in Maps and an all new 
News app that keeps users up-to-
date with the most current events. 
According to Apple, the framework 
of iOS is even stronger, including 
new software updates that require 
less space to install and advanced 
security features.
According to Phil Schiller, Ap-
ple’s head of worldwide market-
ing, “IOS 9 is also off  to an amazing 
start, on pace to be downloaded by 
more users than any other software 
release in Apple’s history.”
As part of the release of the 
iPhone 6S and 6S Plus, Apple guar-
antees that every customer who 
purchases the newest products at 
an Apple Retail Store will be off ered 
free personal setup service, which 
includes, but is not limited to: help 
with iPhone customization, email 
set-up, an explanation of the prop-
erties of iOS 9 and a demonstration 
of the newest apps featured in the 
App Store.
Schiller added that with 
this new system in place, “Cus-
tomer response to the iPhone 
6S and iPhone 6S Plus has been 
incredibly positive.”
Th e success of the fi rst-week-
end sales is indicative of the 
iPhone demand throughout the 
upcoming year.  
It gives a basis for the profi tabil-
ity of the products throughout the 
holiday months, which is a crucial 
measure for the Apple Company as 
it is the peak of products sales. 
Apple is estimated to sell be-
tween 75 million and 80 million 
iPhones in the months ahead, 
through the holiday quarter. 
To stay at the top of its game, the 
iPhone company will need to top 
its remarkable 74.5 million sales 
of last year.
iPhone 6S first weekend sales beat Wall Street’s expectations
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
The new generation of iPhones features a 7000 series grad aluminum frame, the new A9 chip and a 3-D touch interface.
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Johnny Depp gives South Boston a nod in latest blockbuster
Gilmour brings back progressive rock with release of solo album 
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER
Th e 2000s have been busy for 
the surviving members of the leg-
endary progressive rock band, Pink 
Floyd. In 2010, original bassist Rog-
er Waters revisited the band’s all 
too brief original tour for the rock 
opera Th e Wall, and expanded it 
into a nearly three-year long world 
arena tour, which ultimately be-
came the highest grossing tour of 
all time for a solo artist at its con-
clusion. 
While he was quiet for several 
years, only popping out to do a sur-
prise reunion with Waters at a Wall 
concert in 2011, guitarist David 
Gilmour shocked the entire world 
last summer when he announced 
that Pink Floyd would release their 
fi rst studio album in 20 years. Th e 
Endless River would use discarded 
ambient tracks from the sessions 
of their 1994 album, Th e Division 
Bell. As a basis, the largely instru-
mental album takes the band and 
its fans on an emotional, but sat-
isfying farewell run with Gilmour, 
drummer Nick Mason and the late 
keyboardist Richard Wright leading 
the way.
Looking forward to fi nally clos-
ing the door on Pink Floyd, Gilm-
our has decided that now was the 
right time to fi nally make a return 
to his sporadic solo career. Rattle 
Th at Lock marks the guitarist’s 
fi rst solo eff ort since 2006’s On An 
Island, which was his fi rst album 
since 1984’s About Face. Th at al-
bum featured no other members 
of Pink Floyd, if one does not count 
a brief vocal sample of Rick Wright 
on one of the songs.
While Th e Endless River was a 
fi tting coda to the Pink Floyd leg-
acy, the fact that it was primarily 
cobbled together from leftover ma-
terial had some fans feeling like the 
album left a lot to be desired. While 
it stumbles in a few areas, Gilm-
our’s new solo eff ort actually man-
ages to feel and sound more like a 
classic Pink Floyd record than Th e 
Endless River, or at least it is as close 
as most fans are going to get to such 
a thing in this modern age.
As with any of Gilmour’s previ-
ous albums, its musical direction 
is primarily rooted in progressive 
rock. But rather than simply doing 
the exact thing that he did with Pink 
Floyd, he decided to branch out 
and incorporate elements of other 
genres into his sound. Th roughout 
the 10 tracks, Gilmour plays around 
with ambient, jazz and even pop, 
which is an interesting choice.
Progressive rock is arguably the 
least radio friendly when it comes 
to listener accessibility. Adding 
to the background of many of the 
songs is the abundance of sam-
pling, a practice started by Pink 
Floyd for their legendary Dark Side 
of the Moon album, and amplifi ed 
exponentially for the band’s last 
three studio records. For the title 
track, he utilized an iPhone record-
ing of a train station announce-
ment jingle to provide a riding beat 
throughout the song. 
Scattered across the album are 
three instrumentals, a traditional 
aspect of progressive rock. Th e di-
rection that Gilmour takes with 
them mirrors his approach when 
he leads Pink Floyd. Rather than 
using them as a vehicle for showing 
off  his guitar playing skills, like any 
other player would, Gilmour treats 
them as if he were writing just an-
other track, just without overlaying 
the vocals. 
For a musician who plays so far 
and few in between, Gilmour’s vo-
cals and guitar playing is just as fl u-
id and smooth as it was when Pink 
Floyd was at its peak. One unique 
vocal performance was on the jazz 
inspired, “Girl With the Yellow 
Dress.” His slow and scat-like sing-
ing voice meshes perfectly with the 
equally sultry music. 
Compared to his previous three 
records, “Rattle Th at Lock” seems 
to have a sort of recurring theme 
all throughout the album. Accord-
ing to Gilmour, the album is about a 
day in the life of middle-aged man 
who is dealing with issues like loss, 
mortality and faith. It may not be as 
deep and complex as a classic Pink 
Floyd album, but it is still nice of 
Gilmour to fi nally try and fl esh out 
a concept album the way Waters 
would have done.
For most of the album, the lyr-
ics are written by Gilmour’s wife 
and collaborator since 1994, Polly 
Samson. While long time Floyd 
fans will notice that her lyrical style 
is nowhere near as razor sharp 
and thought provoking as Waters’s 
more overtly personal and politi-
cal style, Samson provides a more 
gentle alternative that sets Gilmour 
apart from his former band mate. 
One standout song of Samson’s 
is “A Boat Lies Waiting,” complete 
with the aforementioned Wright 
vocal sample. Th e song itself is a 
long belated tribute to the Pink 
Floyd keyboardist. It is such a poi-
gnant and sentimental song that 
it is a complete mystery as to why 
Gilmour decided to save it for his 
solo album and not include it on 
Th e Endless River in place of that 
album’s sole vocal track, “Louder 
Th an Words.”
For a couple of tracks, Gilmour 
himself actually composed lyrics, 
something he has not done since 
the ’80s. While words are not nec-
essarily Gilmour’s strong suit, he 
has admitted to being a “reluctant 
lyricist” in various interviews over 
the years. He has gotten signifi cant-
ly better than the often eye-rolling 
attempts at lyrics back in the ’80s. 
People who ordered the deluxe 
edition of the album also received 
four additional songs from a 2007 
jam session known as “Th e Barn 
Jams.” 
While nothing too spectacular, 
it provides listeners with some of 
the last ever recordings, featuring 
Wright on keyboards shortly before 
his untimely death. It also gives an 
alternate look on how the future 
music would have sounded had he 
not died. A fi tting companion piece 
to an emotional swan song, Rattle 
Th at Lock is a pleasant surprise in a 
year that was predominantly fi lled 
with hard rock. While Pink Floyd is 
offi  cially over, its legacy is guaran-
teed thanks to the solo work of its 
members. 




It is October, which means it is 
the fi nale of the baseball season, 
the end of summer blockbusters 
and the beginning of Oscar-bait 
season. In well-timed accordance, 
Black Mass is a fall classic. 
Like the batter who opens his 
hips, turns his shoulders and piv-
ots his ankle in one synchronized 
motion, the scorcher that director 
Scott Cooper hit is the product of 
a rare unanimity. In tackling the 
timeworn theme of “chaotically 
composed South Boston,” Black 
Mass’ dynamic performances and 
tenacious script come together 
with Cooper’s cool and controlled 
cinematography to the eff ect of a 
blustering picture: one that feels far 
from familiar.. 
Black Mass fl aunts a cinemato-
graphic intent, and although it 
does not rewrite the book, it is 
composed, consistent and it works. 
Knowing the caliber of his cast, 
Cooper emphatically stacks emo-
tional sequences by placing the 
camera inches from his actors’ fac-
es; every morsel of emotion is lifted 
from the script and imbibed into 
the audience. 
Th ematically, this serves to 
give South Boston a heart, and 
female actresses Dakota John-
son and Julianne Nicholson, 
though scarcely used, take full 
advantage of these up-close mo-
ments for some of the fi lm’s most 
memorable scenes.  
As far as camera movement 
goes, Black Mass utilizes a con-
trolled and static approach. Action 
sequences, as well as dialogues, are 
delivered through quick cuts rath-
er than grand evolving shots. Th e 
viewer is never allowed to settle 
in, and once again, the emotions 
and dynamics among the charac-
ter are allowed to take center stage. 
All this is not to say Black Mass
is a soap opera, though. It is still 
a mob movie. 
Brass frontal shots of violence 
come about nearly every fi ve min-
utes; however, the gunshots to the 
head and ropes to the neck are 
given their necessary weight as a 
result of the emotions. 
Cooper’s cinematography and 
script emphasize. Penned by Mark 
Mallouk and Jez Butterworth, their 
work bleeds a similar color to clas-
sics like Th e Departed. With tongue 
and cheek references to the Red 
Sox, Irish underscores and dishon-
est characters, this fi lm is a model 
bean-town ballad.  And like the 
other great fi lms in the category, 
Black Mass sculpts the image of its 
city meticulously. 
Emphasizing South Boston, 
or as it is aff ectionately referred 
to, “Southie,” Mallouk and But-
terworth etch the borough to be a 
molding playground, and it is hard 
not to revel in their vision. When 
FBI special agent John Connolly, 
played by Joel Edgerton, brings 
up the comparison to grown men 
playing “cops and robbers”,the 
script sheds a grin. When mob boss 
Whitey Bulger, played by Johnny 
Depp, tells his boy “hit him when 
no one’s around,” the audience 
belts a laugh. Black Mass does not 
set out to paint a man. Th rough 
its use of complicated characters, 
Black Mass triumphs in painting 
a city.  
Demonstrating the two sides 
of South Boston’s playground, 
Depp and Edgerton convincingly 
hold the script’s frame in place. 
Although Depp’s performance is 
the shining star of the picture, the 
more interesting role belongs to his 
co-star. 
As John Connolly, Edgerton 
wears a gun and badge like a pup-
pet controlled by a mobster, re-
maining painfully innocent in the 
viewer’s eyes. 
Cooper’s shot at the illusory 
nature of loyalty, Connolly is the 
hoodwinked class sweetheart, 
which makes his descent all the 
more compelling. Playing mob 
kingpin Whitey Bulger on the oth-
er side of the schoolyard, Depp’s 
character is dynamic, bludgeon-
ing a man one minute, and then 
playing cards with his sweet older 
mother the next. And like the direct 
characterization of a good book, 
his pristine blue eyes, orange skin 
and permanently bloody tooth 
mimic that duality. Whitey is Scott 
Cooper’s personifi cation of surviv-
al, sparing no person who knows 
anything, using anyone to get what 
he needs; Depp’s magnifi cent de-
piction of Whitey is ruthless. 
Black Mass is a winner; the per-
formances are great, and its script 
is objectively well put together, 
while its cinematography is laden 
with intent. A few notches below 
Scorsese greats like Th e Depart-
ed and Good Fellas, Black Mass
will fi nd a home alongside fi ne 
fi lms like American Gangster and 
Public Enemies. 




YouTube has become a platform 
for anyone who wants to share, re-
cord and upload a video. Th ese vid-
eos vary from comedy, to cooking, 
to beauty and so much more. Th e 
categories for YouTube videos are 
so vast that there is something out 
there for everyone, guaranteed. 
Th e beauty community is one 
that is truly special. It welcomes 
anyone who has a passion for 
makeup. In this day and age, it 
is known that insecurities of our 
physical appearance are growing. 
Th is is a place where you learn to 
fi nd beauty in everything and if you 
have the talent, one will be respect-
ed and loved by at least 75 percent 
of the community.
 Th ere are a lot of cruel keyboard 
warriors who have to voice their 
opinion in a harsh way. Whether in 
the real world or the virtual world, 
there is no running away from 
them. One of the most incredible 
parts of being a beauty video blog-
ger—or vlogger—is the incredible 
opportunity that it presents. Th e 
opportunities include, are but not 
limited to, working with brands to 
promote new products, being in-
vited to special beauty events and 
magazine features. 
As the beauty community con-
tinues to grow, so do the events that 
are built around them. Michelle 
Phan hosts an event once a year 
called Generation Beauty. Held at 
Pier 32 in New York City, Genera-
tion Beauty is a two-day event that 
aspiring beauty gurus cannot miss. 
Th e day before the festivities began 
this year, a VIP cocktail party was 
held for select beauty vloggers at 
the infamous Hudson Terrace. 
Th e venue was decked out in 
beauty decorations and one of 
the main decorations was the gor-
geous chandelier that was glisten-
ing with the letters GB for “Gen-
eration Beauty” in the center. 
Th e DJ was blasting current pop 
music until one hour in, when he 
shook things up a bit with early 
2000s hits. As the tracks began to 
blast, more people began to get up 
and dance. 
When attendees were tired of 
dancing, there were stations for 
henna art and a fun photo booth 
station. Th e event ended with a 
giant goodie bag being handed to 
partygoers in an IPSY tote bag. Th is 
bag was fi lled to the maximum ca-
pacity with perfumes, makeup, sk-
incare, brushes and much more.
Oct. 3 was the beginning of Of-
fi cial Generation Beauty weekend. 
Th is event was open to anyone who 
had tickets. Pier 32 was fi lled with 
people who love makeup and enjoy 
watching beauty vloggers. Many 
brands came and set up booths and 
were giving away free makeup to 
anyone who posted photos by their 
products on social media. 
Having the Beauty Creator Gold 
Pass came extremely handy during 
this event because the lines were 
long. Wearing comfortable shoes 
is a must for events like these. Th ey 
last around six hours and require 
standing for most of it. 
While most beauty fanatics 
come to these events for the free 
makeup and cute Instagram pic-
tures, the beauty vloggers come for 
one thing: business. 
A business card in hand, a win-
ning smile and outgoing personal-
ity can help make collaborations 
with other beauty creators, and 
maybe even scoring a brand en-
dorsement with one of the top 
beauty companies like Benefi t, IT 
cosmetics and Make Up For Ever. 
Th e event can defi nitely help open 
one’s eyes to the background of 
YouTube. It is not just sitting be-
hind a camera and fi lming, after all.
 Laura Mercier was at her booth 
and meeting someone who runs a 
successful cosmetics brand was 
very inspiring. She spoke to guests 
in complete awe, while fi nding it 
incredible that there are creators as 
young as 15 years old who fi nd suc-
cess and have already learned so 
much about the business. YouTube 
has completely changed the lives of 
many and the way brands can 
grow. 
Th ere are still people who look 
down on being a beauty vlogger 
as a job, but the people who look 
down upon it defi nitely do not un-
derstand how much time and eff ort 
goes into every single one of those 
uploads. 
It is not as easy as 
clicking “upload.” 
WWW.BEAUTZY.COM
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Youtuber Michelle Phan brings Generation Beauty to Pier 32
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Ladies from some of YouTube’s most successful beauty channels hosted discussion panels all throughout Genration Beauty.
Theatrical hip-hop company presents unique style of dance at BPAC
BY JESSICA NIEBERG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
As part of a CUNY Dance Initia-
tive grant, the Bessie Award nomi-
nated, theatrical hip-hop company 
Decadancetheatre, showcased A 
Hollywood Classic from Oct. 1-3 at 
Baruch’s Performing Arts Center. 
Th is showcase shined a modern-
day light on legendary American 
musical icons Fred Astaire and 
Ginger Rogers.
Astaire and Rogers, who cre-
atively represented style and the 
magic in dance, have had their 
work reinterpreted through the 
eyes of Jennifer Weber, artistic di-
rector and choreographer. 
Originally from Massachusetts, 
Weber’s work has been featured 
throughout the United States, Unit-
ed Kingdom, Japan and France. 
Soon she will be bringing Th e Hip 
Hop Nutcracker to Russia for the 
holiday season. Previously, Weber 
has choreographed for American 
Express, Marc Jacobs and the NBA’s 
Miami Heat. According to the skill-
ful curator, she loves the result of 
mixing two very diff erent worlds. 
With popping and locking, tutting 
and leaps, there was a beautiful 
collaboration of Broadway jazz and 
contemporary hip-hop that fl owed 
throughout A Hollywood Classic.
Sampling a variety of music 
goes hand-in-hand with sampling 
a variety of styles of dance, and 
vice-versa. From Astaire and Rog-
ers classics like “You say ‘Tomato,’ 
I say ‘Tomato’” and “Cheek to 
Cheek”, to Frank Sinatra’s, “A Day in 
the Life of a Fool” remix, called “Ev-
eryday Struggle.” Th e dance num-
ber features Christopher George 
Latore Wallace, better known by his 
stage name Th e Notorious B.I.G. 
Th e music and moves brought the 
audience up and down with emo-
tion as the dancers retold the epic 
love story.
Th e audience fi rst comes upon 
the main characters, Fred and 
Ginger, in a park, as they sit next 
to each other, reading the paper. 
While Fred notices Ginger, Ginger 
does not pay any mind to Fred, but 
when they fi nally make eye con-
tact, the two seemingly become in-
fatuated with each other. No sooner 
does Ginger decide to keep Fred 
waiting; she does so more than 
once. So, when Fred stops show-
ing up to meet Ginger, after she has 
been so unpredictable, Ginger then 
longs for him. Time passes and the 
lovebirds part ways, but alas, the 
two meet again, on the same park 
bench where they fi rst met. Th e 
two eventually dance it out, mov-
ing in sync to represent their unity 
once more.
A variety of cinematic tech-
niques were used throughout the 
performance, never truly allow-
ing the audience to get comfort-
able. Th is is not a bad thing. When 
Weber introduced the show, she 
brought her parent’s old-fashioned 
projector to the stage, turning it 
on, which cued the lights, making 
the experience magical from the 
very beginning.  
Th e costumes were modern 
with Ginger’s character in a black 
jumpsuit, black wig, sequin sneak-
ers, and at times, a grey hat and 
black and white fl annel. Fred’s at-
tire could be viewed as a modern 
day look inspired by 1900s fash-
ion. He wore suspenders, a fedora 
and a quick costume change to a 
blazer to complement his style. Th e 
eye-catching part of it all was that 
the two had on white face chalk to 
complete the portrayal of a black 
and white fi lm. 
Rachel Guest, who plays Ginger, 
is originally from Texas and now 
resides in New York City. She is a 
singer, dancer, and actress, and is 
very grateful to have the opportuni-
ty to collaborate with such a “kick-
ing team.” Guest’s past experience 
includes America’s Got Talent and 
Th e Little Mermaid (Ariel, body 
double, Arista, ensemble.) 
Skizzo Arnedillo, who plays 
Fred, is from San Sebastian Spain, 
and like Guest, is also what they call 
in the entertainment world a “triple 
threat.” He has over 22 years of ex-
perience, working for companies 
including Mercedes and Coca-Cola 
and has performed in Beauty and 
the Beast and Chicago.
Rehearsals for this performance 
began around three weeks ago, 
four-hour per day, fi ve times a 
week, allowing the dou to truly ex-
periment with their space.     
“Working with Skizzo and Ra-
chel has been a dream collabora-
tion. Th is showing would not have 
been possible without their bril-
liant voices and endless passion for 
the work,” said Weber.  
Th e packed house seemed to 
beam smiles after each of the cre-
ative corners the performance 
turned. From realistic backdrop 
projections to the lighting, there 
was no telling where the next 
unique detail would appear. Props 
involved an old-fashioned micro-
phone, a broom, some roses and 
champagne fl utes: very simple, but 
eff ective.   
A Hollywood Classic is currently 
on a mini-tour, visiting Boston Uni-
versity on Oct. 8 and Temple Uni-
versity from Oct. 16-17. Even after 
these scheduled performances, 
Weber believes there is more to be 
done, suggesting the show is only 
at its beginning. With a vision to ex-
pand, Weber foresees eight danc-
ers instead of a duet, with a pos-
sible love triangle, putting the ulti-
mate modern-day touch on such a 
classic story line.
Decadancetheatre dancers come from countries all over the world, including Japan, Nepal and Norway.
WWW. DECADANCETHEATRE.WORDPRESS.COM
As the beauty community 
continues to grow, so do the 
events that are built around 
them. Michelle Phan 
hosts an event once 
a year called Generation 
Beauty. Held at Pier 32 in 
New York City, Generation 
Beauty is a two-day event 
that could 
not be missed. The day 
before the festivites began 
this year, a VIP cocktail 
party was held for select 
beauty vloggers 
at the infamous Hudson 
Terrance.
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What Gruber had witnessed 
was a hawksbill sea turtle exhibit-
ing biofl uorescence, or the ability 
to refl ect and re-emit blue light as 
a diff erent color. Th e trait diff ers 
greatly from bioluminescence, 
which is the ability for animals, 
such as fi refl ies, to produce their 
own light. Recently, scientists have 
found that aquatic animals living in 
shallow areas of water, such as the 
hawksbill, fl uoresce when excited 
by blue light.
“I was already fi lming, so I ba-
sically just turned my camera [a 
Red Epic 4k] and followed the 
turtle,” said Gruber, who quickly 
alerted his dive partner and TBA 
21 director, Markus Reymann. “I 
swam down the reef, tracked it, 
and then it went down this deep 
coral wall. We went down a little 
bit and then I just let it go. It was 
a very brief encounter; just a few 
minutes and that was it, but it was 
one of the most amazing things to 
happen underwater. In my many 
years as a marine biologist, I never 
expected to fi nd biofl uorescence 
in a reptile.”
Although the hawksbill sea tur-
tle is found in over 100 countries, 
the location in which Gruber and 
his team were exploring is consid-
ered a hotspot for the species. Th is 
allowed Gruber to confi rm his fi nd-
ings with a nearby community that 
had been harboring a large amount 
of young hawksbills.
In order to notice their bio-
fl uorescent nature, the turtles 
must be in an environment with 
only blue light. Even past pho-
tographers who photographed 
hawksbills and noted the emit-
tance of a green light overlooked 
the possibility of the turtle 
exhibiting biofl uorescence.
“Th e ocean is the perfect place 
to evolve things that would fl uo-
resce when they’re excited with 
blue light, because unlike on land, 
where we have all this color, as 
soon as we drop underwater, all the 
colors drops out,” explained Gru-
ber. “Reds only make it down about 
10 meters and then there’s no reds 
anymore. Th ese animals have been 
living for millions of years with 
just blue light, therefore it would 
make sense for them to evolve 
ways to absorb blue light to give off  
other colors to make their world 
richer in color.”
Despite the hawksbill sea turtle 
being found worldwide, their num-
bers have dwindled. Only 1,000 
breeding females remain, placing 
them into the critically endangered 
category. Speculations as to why 
the hawksbill exhibits biofl uores-
cence vary, from the possibility of 
attracting prey to camoufl aging to 
hiding from sharks and crocodiles 
that feed on the hawkbills.
“Th ere are multiple reasons [be-
hind their critically endangered 
status],” Gruber explained. “Th ey 
lay their eggs, and then it takes 
them 20 to 30 years until they reach 
maturity age. Th ey are also aff ected 
by climate change. Th ey get caught 
in fi shing nets and there are local 
people that trade them. All these 
problems combined make it a 
tough world for these turtles to live 
in now.”
In 2014, Gruber was chosen by 
National Geographic to join their 
highly selective Emerging Explor-
ers Program. Th e program awards a 
$10,000 grant for research and ex-
ploration to gifted scientists mak-
ing breakthroughs early on in their 
scientifi c careers.
Although his next project is un-
der wraps until it is offi  cially pub-
lished by National Geographic, 
Gruber hinted at a future research 
piece that might uncover even 
more of the deep ocean.
“We’re working here at Baruch 
on a remotely operated vehicle, 
a small submarine,” said Gruber, 
who has worked at Baruch since 
2008. “I’m working in conjunc-
tion with a professor from Harvard 
University on a project where we 
develop soft robotic fi ngers called 
‘squishy robot fi ngers’ in order to 
explore the deepest parts of deep 
coral reefs and we’re trying to inter-
act really gently with them. We’re 
very conservation-focused and we 
develop techniques to analyze the 
genomes of just one sample and 
be really delicate when we interact 
with the deep ocean.”
Gruber’s passion for biological 
oceanography began at a young 
age, as he became increasingly 
invested in surfi ng.
Since his freshman year of col-
lege, Gruber yearned to major in 
oceanography. Now, with his spir-
itedness for science at its highest, 
he teaches Principles of Ecology, 
Microbial Ecology and Honors Sci-
ence and Technology. He is also set 
to teach a study abroad program 
in Cuba.
“It started with corals and jel-
lyfi sh,” Gruber recalled. “[Right 
now] we’re fi nding that this fl uo-
rescence is extending deeper into 
marine creatures, into fi sh, sharks, 
and turtles. It’s like a mystery novel 
that keeps on expanding and un-
folding and it’s exciting to us as 
scientists because we get to ex-




Th e heavily anticipated com-
bination of a super blood moon 
and a lunar eclipse was covered by 
news outlets for weeks before the 
phenomenon fi nally took place on 
the night of Sep. 27, 2015. Th e red-
lit moon made an appearance to 
half of the globe, and for the fi rst 
time, more feasible access to pho-
tographic equipment allowed peo-
ple to capture the memory of this 
crimson moment.
Despite the cloudy night, the 
super blood moon was clearly vis-
ible to residents of New York City 
from approximately 10:32 p.m. 
until anywhere between 11:10 and 
11:15 p.m.
While a lunar eclipse takes place 
up to three times a year, this combi-
nation of a super blood moon and a 
lunar eclipse was the fourth in the 
last two years, thus concluding the 
so-called tetrad series. 
“Th e most unique thing about 
the 2014-2015 tetrad is that all of 
them are visible for all or parts of 
the USA,” NASA eclipse expert Fred 
Espenak said in a statement.
Th e view is as rare as it is beauti-
ful. Th e last tetrad series took place 
back in 1982 and the phenom-
enon is not going to repeat itself 
until 2033.
Th e fi rst super blood moon 
took place on the night of April 
14-15, 2014. Th is was followed by 
two more super blood moons on 
the nights of Oct. 7-8, 2014, and 
April 4, 2015.
In the earlier days, there may 
have been theories as to why the 
moon was bleeding red, and some 
people may still believe that it is a 
religious omen foreshadowing the 
end of the world. 
As one example, Th e Guard-
ian published an article about 
a man named Irvin Baxter from 
Texas. His YouTube videos of-
ten discuss the idea that the 
blood moon can signal the end of 
the world.
But a greater number of people 
have scientifi c explanations of how 
the blood moon happens.
As the Earth rotates in its orbit 
around the sun, there sometimes 
comes a moment when the sun, 
Earth and moon are aligned, and 
the moon falls within the Earth’s 
shadow. Th is moment is referred to 
as a lunar eclipse.
While this explanation is quite 
clear, there are other factors that 
come into play in order to give the 
moon its red tint, and NASA’s web-
site makes a clear explanation of 
this phenomenon.
“Th e rim of the planet is on fi re,” 
the website states. “Th is incredible 
light beams into the heart of Earth’s 
shadow, fi lling it with a coppery 
glow and transforming the moon 
into a great red orb.”
Unlike the solar eclipse, the 
lunar eclipse is visible to half of 
the Earth at a time. A solar eclipse 
occurs when the moon shadows 
the Earth. Th is shadow only pass-
es by a small area on the Earth’s 
surface. 
An even bigger diff erence 
takes place when one considers 
the viewing experience. While the 
lunar eclipse can be looked with 
no repercussions, viewers of the 
solar eclipse must wear protec-
tive eye gear if they want to look at 
the sun directly.
“It is amazing that [it] happened 
because it happened on the night 
of the Moon Festival, or the ‘Mid-
Autumn Festival’. My family and I 
were enjoying the traditional des-
serts—moon cakes—in celebra-
tion for the annual full moon. I did 
not expect the moon to be red! Th e 
night was so cloudy but I am lucky 
enough that I managed to capture 
the moment to Instagram. I heard it 
will not happen until 2033, so this 
is a rare event for all of us that were 
able to see it,” said Everly Zhao, a 
junior majoring in accounting.
Although there are no physi-
cal changes to the moon during 
any eclipse, the super blood moon 
will appear larger in the sky to the 
viewers on Earth.
Th e super moon, or the vi-
sual enlargement of the moon as 
viewed from Earth, happens when 
a full moon or a new moon makes it 
to Earth on an elliptical orbit. 
“At pedigree, the moon is about 
31,000 miles closer to to earth than 
at apogree,” NASA’s website states. 
“Its looming proximity makes the 
moon appear 14 percent larger and 
30 percent brighter in the sky than 
an apogree full moon.”
Daphnee Young, a junior major-
ing in  acturial science major, spoke 
of her impression of the phenom-
enon.
“I am hoping to see this event 
again 18 years from now. I missed 
some of it because the night was 
so cloudy that night. I am excited 
that most people now in 2015 are 
able to capture something like 
that on their phones or cameras,” 
Young stated.
Regardless if anyone has missed 
the Super Blood Moon event, lu-
nar eclipses and the super moon 
astronomical events happen an-
nually, even if the combination 
of the two will not take place 
until 2033.
Science & Technology
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Super blood moon makes an appearance to half of the globe
The combination of a super blood moon and a lunar eclipse that took place on Sep. 27, 2015 was a part of the tetrad series.
JOSEPH ESPOSITO | THE TICKER
Baruch professor David Gruber discovers biofluorescent species
In order to notice the turtle’s biofl uorescence, it must be placed in an environment exposed to blue light.
COURTESY OF ELIAS CARLSON
“It started with corals and 
jellyfi sh,” Gruber recalled. 
“[Right now] we’re fi nding 
that this fl uorescence 
is extending deeper into 
marine creatures, into fi sh, 
sharks and turtles. It’s like 
a mystery novel that keeps 
on expanding and unfolding, 
and it’s exciting to us 
as scientists because we 
get to explore the animals 




Since the introduction of the 
iPhone in 2007, Apple has held a 
tight grip around the smartphone 
industry, serving as both the 
benchmark and the pinnacle of 
smartphones. After swallowing the 
market share of its chief competi-
tor, Blackberry, Apple has recently 
been challenged by Samsung and 
Google to no avail. iPhones cur-
rently constitute 43.1 percent of the 
smartphone market, followed by 
Samsung, LG, Motorola and HTC. 
Apple’s competitors have sought 
to diff erentiate themselves both 
in capability and presentation. 
Whereas Apple is renowned for its 
unparalleled user experience and 
ease of access, Android and Win-
dows operating systems off er users 
a breadth of options for customiza-
tion and tweaking at the expense of 
accessibility. Th is is also true with 
the latest iteration of the iPhone, 
the 6S. Th e ninth generation of the 
iPhone is laced with gaudy new fea-
tures like an upgraded 3-D touch 
screen, an improved 12-megapixel 
camera that can shoot 4K video, a 
state-of-the-art CPU, an upgraded 
aluminum alloy chassis, and taking 
a page from Samsung’s book, the 
inclusion of a fi ngerprint scanner. 
Th e new iPhone even boasts the op-
tion of a lavish new color: rose gold.
Among the luxuries affi  xed to 
the iPhone shell we know and love, 
the 3-D touch impresses the most. 
Essentially, the 3-D touch adds an-
other layer of touch sensitivity that 
is unlocked through the “depth” 
of the fi nger press. Instead of sim-
ply tapping the capacitive screen, 
the force behind the press unlocks 
a diff erent set of menus, options 
or outcomes. In the stock UI, this 
means deep pressing the camera 
icon pulls up a sub menu for selfi es 
and videos. Beyond circumvent-
ing previous steps, 3-D touch has 
many implications for app develop-
ers and game studios alike that can 
capitalize on this feature to aug-
ment their product. Th is is a forceful 
step ahead of Android’s innovation.
While the tagline may be “Th e 
only thing that’s changed is every-
thing,” the upgrades do, indeed, 
seem gimmicky. Th e enhanced 
processing power, upgraded chas-
sis and 3-D touch are welcomed 
upgrades but have left many con-
sumers to wonder if it is worth 
the $749 price tag. Nevertheless, 
consumers purchased 13 million 
units in the fi rst weekend alone, 
smashing last year’s record for the 
iPhone 6 of 10 million. A loyal fol-
lowing and a brilliant, if not ma-
nipulative, marketing scheme 
helps Apple clench its wiry fi st 
tighter around the smartphone 
market. As Michelle Th an, a senior 
majoring in marketing describes 
it, “It’s defi nitely because people, 
including myself, believe it’s a 
superior product.”
And perhaps that is why 
Google’s answer, the Huwaei Nex-
us 6P, is struggling to take hold in 
the marketplace. Google has long 
struggled as the little brother to 
Samsung, who is consequently the 
dwarf cousin of Apple. Th e Nexus 
6P is slightly larger and negligibly 
heavier than the iPhone. Th e Nexus 
also vaunts a more colorful and 
vibrant screen, to the tune of 518 
pixels per inch, compared to the 
iPhone’s 401. In addition, the Nex-
us wields a 12.3 MP camera with 
an 8 MP front-facing camera, as 
compared to the iPhone’s 5 MP. Ap-
parently, Google fi rmly believes in 
high-resolution selfi es to highlight 
your best and worst features. Luck-
ily for prospective Nexus users, 
Snapchat does not save pictures. 
Under the hood, however, the 
Nexus seems to beat out the iPhone 
both in performance, with three 
GB of RAM compared to two, and 
in longevity, as the phone boasts 
a 3,450 mAh battery compared to 
Apple’s 2,750 mAh.
Paired with performance up-
grades in Android 6.0 Marshmal-
low, the Nexus 6P has the potential 
to shine bright in its wielders face 
for far longer than the iPhone could 
dream. Checkmate, long commutes 
home. For reference, the Samsung 
Galaxy 6+ has similar specs and 
features, with little nuances here 
and there to diff erentiate it. 
Th e Nexus incorporates Google 
Pay and Google Wallet, in addition 
to a variety of other Google Play 
services. Perhaps the most sig-
nifi cant calling card for the Nexus 
is that Google will only sell it un-
locked through the Google store. 
Google plans to encourage its con-
sumers use low-cost data plans 
and WiFi so they are not exploited 
by outlandish data contracts. In ad-
dition, unlocked phones are bereft 
of bloatware, a Samsung signature. 
Google has thus separated itself 
from the lagging herd by asserting 
itself above the carrier, thereby re-
turning the power of choice to the 
consumer. Yet, given how com-
petitive the market is, the Nexus is 
hardly any diff erent from any other 
smartphone of similar specs.
Th e only signifi cant diff erence 
between the Nexus and the iPhone, 
besides the OS, is the price point: 
the Nexus is running for $499.99. 
Ultimately, the design gap 
between the smartphone indus-
try’s heavy hitters is so slim to the 
point of being negligible that the 
only diff erence is user preference. 
Consumers are faced with choos-
ing between iOS 9’s effi  ciency 
and Android 6.0’s customizability 
and personality. Senior Zoraiz Arif, 
a psychology major, remarked on 
his iPhone usage that, “Th ere’s also 
something I prefer with the iPhone 
as far as the aesthetic…Th e iPhone 
satisfi es my needs and the user ex-
perience is hard to beat.” 
Many iPhone users contend 
that there is no mystery about an 
iPhone. Consumers have come to 
expect quality and a standardized 
experience. Th is reputation is what 
keeps Apple’s grip on the market so 
tight like a stranglehold.
As Th an refl ected, “[O]nce 
people hear the buzz about a new 
Apple anything they already want it 
regardless of what it is. It all has to 
do with the brand and the coolness 
of having an iPhone.”
Th ough Android may be close 
around the bends, the iPhone and 
its family of products seem to have 
an extra gear that springs it ahead 
of the pack, a trait earned through 
years of successful and compelling 
marketing in addition to consistent 
delivery of quality products.
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Google’s Nexus 6P poses no major threat o Apple’s iPhone 6S
While the Nexus 6P sports a more colorful and vibrant screen, iPhone 6S’s 3-D touch screen impresses its users.
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
BUSINESS EDITOR
A study done by Penn State 
faculty has revealed that brand 
awareness and attitude towards 
the company can be negatively 
impacted by the brand’s portrayal 
in video games. Researchers have 
found that participants’ preference 
for and remembrance of a brand is 
aff ected by their interaction with 
that brand while playing a video 
game. Th e study and fi ndings were 
recently published in the Journal of 
Promotion Management.
Frank Dardis is an associate 
professor at Penn State, teaching 
areas of advertising, public rela-
tions and marketing communi-
cations. His research focuses on 
diff erent persuasive and psycho-
logical eff ects that messages have 
on individuals, his Penn State 
biography states.
“Th e easier the game, or the bet-
ter the people did, the more they 
remembered the brand they used 
in the game and the more their 
attitudes changed in a positive di-
rection toward the brand,” claims 
Dardis, who led the study. “But, the 
people who had the more diffi  cult 
game or had a bad experience—by 
crashing too much, for example—
remembered the brand less and 
had a negative attitude change 
toward the brand.” 
In the study, researchers de-
termined that players in a racecar 
video game who drove a brand-
name car responded positively to 
that brand if the game was easy 
and they did not crash often. Th e 
study also found that players who 
crashed more were less likely to re-
member the brand.
Th ose who ran the study asked 
volunteers to play the game with 
a car with a Volkswagen logo on 
it. Th e researchers quantifi ed how 
well each individual player per-
formed by counting the number 
of laps completed, the time it took 
and the amount of times play-
ers crashed their cars. As a fur-
ther control for the test, research-
ers increased the diffi  culty of the 
car’s handling without letting the 
participant know. 
After the game, participants 
were asked to fi ll out a survey that 
was used to gauge the players’ re-
sponse to the brand. After analyz-
ing the survey results, researchers 
found that players who performed 
well—or those who completed 
more laps at a lesser time while 
crashing a lesser amount of time—
were more likely to recall the brand 
and have a favorable opinion of it. 
On the contrary, those partici-
pants who performed poorly were 
less likely to recall the brand, and 
on average, have a lower opinion 
about the brand. 
Th e game also included pe-
ripheral in-game advertisements, 
such as billboards located in the 
background, a section on the sur-
vey designated to gauge the play-
ers’ awareness of these billboards 
and what was represented on 
these billboards. 
Researchers found that par-
ticipants were primarily unaware 
of these advertisements, and 
their experience of the game did 
not have an eff ect on their mem-
ory of what was advertised in 
the background. 
“Th e recall of the traditional 
in-game ads that appeared on 
the virtual billboards of the race 
track during the game was very 
low,” Dardis said when comment-
ing on the lack of attention paid 
to the peripheral advertisement. 
“What this may show is that in an 
integrated ad, the attention gets 
focused on the branded prod-
uct in the game and not on other, 
more peripheral ads.”
Th is particular study highlights 
the importance of understanding 
how consumers will respond to 
“in-game virtual direct experience” 
with brands, especially given the 
recent rise of in-game advertising. 
In-game advertising generated $34 
million in 2004. By 2007, that num-
ber had jumped to $295 million. 
According to Forbes, that num-
ber is expected to increase to over 
$7 billion by 2016.
Previous studies have examined 
the eff ectiveness of in-game ad-
vertising in similar ways. A study 
conducted by Lindsay Grace at Mi-
ami University in Ohio found that 
a signifi cant percentage of players 
could recall advertised brands in 
racing games, especially the brand 
of the car they used in-game. What 
sets Dardis’ study apart is its exami-
nation of the factors that contribute 
to negative reactions to brands ad-
vertised in video games.
Th e fi ndings of the Penn State 
study on peripheral ads may car-
ry serious signifi cance for sports 
games. Traditional sports games, 
such as EA Games’ Madden NFL 
and NHL, contain dozens of pe-
ripheral ads. Gamers who play 
these games, along with other 
sports games, usually control an 
entire team or a player on a team 
in a professional stadium. Th e 
stadiums are commonly fi lled 
with ads, just like real stadiums.
Th e companies who advertise in 
these games pay the company that 
develops the game, thus imitat-
ing the process associated with 
real-life advertising.
If researchers fi nd that pe-
ripheral ads are not an eff ective 
means of advertising, companies 
who traditionally advertise in 
sports games may pull out, strip-
ping a signifi cant chunk of revenue 
from these games.
Th is type of studies is impor-
tant, as it adds to the evolving 
conversation about eff ective ad-
vertising. As urban culture trends 
transition away from advertising 
on television, advertisers must 
fi nd other means of promoting 
their businesses. 
Video games grow increasingly 
popular each year, and gamers are 
rapidly becoming a target market 
for many companies.
Still, in-game advertising proves 
to be nuanced and complicated. 
“On the face of it, it might sound 
like a great idea for, in this case, a 
car company to say ‘there’s a great 
new game out, let’s make sure 
people can drive one of our cars,” 
Dardis explained. “However, de-
pending on a lot of player choices 
and things that can happen dur-
ing the game, the car might not 
perform well and that could af-
fect their attitudes toward the
real-world brand.”
Brand portrayal in video games affects attitudes towards the brand
According to a recent study, the player’s experience while playing a video game can impact their attitude towards the brand.
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Brain links affect behavior
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
According to a new study con-
ducted by Oxford University’s Cen-
ter for Functional MRI of the Brain, 
there are links between certain 
brain connections and diff erent 
positive and negative lifestyles and 
behavior traits in humans. 
After collecting information on 
the connections in the brains of 461 
people, the researchers compared 
data with 280 diff ering behavioral 
and demographic measures re-
corded from the same test subjects.
It was then discovered that 
brain connectivity and an indi-
vidual’s personal traits lie together 
in a “[S]trong mode of population 
co-variation: subjects were pre-
dominantly spread along a single 
‘positive-negative’ axis linking life-
style, demographic and psycho-
metric measures to each other and 
to a specifi c pattern of brain con-
nectivity.” Furthermore, people 
living positive lifestyles and behav-
iors were shown to have diff ering 
connections in their brains than 
people living negative lifestyles 
and behaviors.
From the collected data of the 
461 brain scans, researchers devel-
oped an averaged map of the brain 
processes across participants.
“You can think of it as a popu-
lation-average map of 200 regions 
across the brain that are function-
ally distinct from each other,” said 
Professor Stephen Smith, lead au-
thor of the study. “Th en, we looked 
at how much all of those regions 
communicated with each other, in 
every participant.”
Th is map was a blueprint, show-
ing how 200 of the brain’s strongest 
sectors communicated with one 
another. Th e 280 behavioral and 
demographic measures were then 
mixed with this blueprint, and “ca-
nonical correlation analysis” was 
formed between the two sets of 
data, which helped reveal the dif-
fering relationships that the two 
data sets had amongst themselves.
Th e researchers found a strong 
correlation between the inner 
brain connections, or connec-
tome, of a test participant and their 
behavior and lifestyle choices. 
Th ose on one end of the connec-
tome spectrum scored highly on 
traditionally positive traits, while 
those on the other end of the spec-
trum scored highly on traditionally 
negative traits.
With this data, researchers in-
troduce the notion of what is re-
ferred to as the general intelligence 
g-factor. Created in 1904, the g-fac-
tor is used as a variable by psychol-
ogists to illuminate and summa-
rize a person’s individual ability to 
complete cognitive tasks and func-
tions. While some argue that the 
g-factor demonstrates the basic 
principle inter-intelligence, many 
think that this correlation does not 
immediately equal a correlation in 
the brain activity behind it.
“It may be that with hundreds 
of diff erent brain circuits, the tests 
that are used to measure cognitive 
ability actually make use of diff er-
ent sets of overlapping circuits,” 
said Smith. “We hope that by look-
ing at brain imaging data we’ll be 
able to relate connections in the 
brain to the specifi c measures, and 
work out what these kinds of test 
actually require the brain to do.”
More research must be done to 
reach a conclusive reading of the 
data, but Smith’s study is a prom-
ising start. As more data sets be-
come available to the researchers, 
a picture will begin to be brought 
into focus. Th e study’s continua-
tion will allow for a better grasp on 
what the sliding scale of connec-
tome means, and whether they re-
ally do relate to one having a more 
positive life than another. 
AANCHAL SOMANI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
A study conducted by the NYU 
Langone Medical Center and 
other institutions between 2000 
and 2009 has confi rmed the link 
between long-term exposure to 
particulate matter in the air and 
deaths caused by heart disease.
According to the study pub-
lished in the Environmental 
Health Perspectives Journal on Sep. 
15, 2015, an increase in these toxic 
particles by 10 micrograms per cu-
bic meters of air also increases the 
risk of death due to non-accidental 
causes by 3 percent. 
Th e subjects that made the Na-
tional Institutes of Health-AARP 
cohort of this study consisted of 
517,041 volunteers in eight loca-
tions within the United States, ages 
50 to 71. 
Th e volunteers had completed 
a mailed questionnaire in 1995 and 
1996 and fi t the criteria of the study 
by 2000, which was when the com-
plete and detailed information of 
the particulate levels were avail-
able from data provided by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s 
Air Quality System. Th e Cohort 
questionnaire was only provided 
and received from the participants 
at the beginning of the study. It 
collected data on demographic 
and anthropometric characteris-
tics, dietary intake, health related 
variables and contextual environ-
mental characteristics.
It was found that there is a 10 
percent increase in the risk of 
death due to cardiovascular dis-
eases. Smokers also have a 10 per-
cent increase in risk of death due 
to respiratory diseases. However, 
this statistic is heightened to 27 
percent in nonsmokers.
Th is throughoutly conducted 
study took into account the alter-
ing and decreasing levels of partic-
ulate matter on an annual basis, as 
opposed to previous studies of this 
demeanor. Th e information was 
retrieved from databases provided 
by the Air Quality System, amongst 
other independently held sources. 
Th e researchers cross-referenced 
the amount and type of particulate 
matter each year and its relation to 
deaths caused by cardiovascular 
or respiratory diseases. 
Th ey statistically controlled 
extraneous variables such as age, 
race, ethnicity, level of education, 
martial status, body size, alcohol 
consumption, smoking behavior 
and socioeconomic levels. No sig-
nifi cant diff erence was found be-
tween these diff erent categories of 
subjects. Adjustments of ozone ex-
posure provided the same results 
in terms of the hazard ratio of 10 
micrograms per cubic meter.
Th e particles are barely 2.5 mi-
crometers in diameter, which al-
lows them to easily slip past bodily 
defenses and become absorbed 
into the lungs and bloodstream.
Th e hazardous nature of these 
particles is attributed to their ori-
gin. Th ey are made up of harmful 
chemicals, including arsenic, se-
lenium and mercury, which can 
carry sulfur and nitrogen oxides. 
Th e presence of these chemicals in 
the lungs and bloodstream can ex-
acerbate or cause cardiovascular 
and respiratory diseases, thereby 
increasing the risk of death by 3 
percent every 10 micrograms per 
cubic meter of air.
Th e study of these pollutants 
is essential to determine which 
chemicals are causing the most 
damage and deaths. Origins of 
these pollutants can vary from 
auto exhaust to chemical plants 
or coal burning power plants. Th e 
determination of the origins in dif-
ferent locations within the United 
States and around the world can 
highly benefi t policy makers as 
they construct regulations. 
Th ese factors aff ect environ-
ment and human health, which is 
becoming an increased concern to 
people across the world. Human 
health is further presented as an 
increasing concern for policy mak-
ers as the population grows older 
and the economy depends more 
heavily on the higher age ranges.
Th is study opens up greater in-
sight into the long-standing issue 
of air pollution and its direct im-
pact on the human population.
Air pollution causes fatal heart diseases
Increase in air pollution can boost the risk of death due to non-accidental causes.
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BY YING LI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Fruits and vegetables are es-
sential for a healthy body, and 
now, researchers say that fruits 
and vegetables help maintain a 
healthy state of mind, preventing 
depression. Fruits and vegetables 
contain phytochemicals, or plant 
chemicals that lower the chances 
of type-2 diabetes, stroke, heart 
disease, some forms of cancer and 
high blood sugar.
Vegetables and fruits are 
grouped by colors, and each color 
contains certain minerals. Red 
foods, such as watermelons, con-
tain lycopene, which can prevent 
prostate cancer and heart disease. 
Green foods, like spinach or kale, 
contain lutein and zeaxanthin, 
which can help fi ght age-related 
eye diseases. Blue or purple col-
ored foods, such as eggplants, con-
tain anthocyanins, which can pro-
tect the body from cancer. White 
foods like caulifl ower contain sul-
foraphane, which can help protect 
against some cancers.
Researchers built on the knowl-
edge of the benefi ts of fruits and 
vegetables and conclude that a diet 
containing mostly fruits, vegetables 
and less processed meat is associ-
ated with preventing depression.
Th e study consists of 15,093 par-
ticipants with one of three diets: the 
Mediterranean diet, the Pro-veg-
etarian Dietary Pattern and Alter-
native Healthy Eating Index-2010. 
Many researchers had studied the 
association between nutrition and 
mental health, but this is the fi rst 
time a link between depression and 
nutrition was studied. 
Th e SUN project is a cohort 
study that identifi es the dietary and 
lifestyle causes of hypertension, di-
abetes, obesity, coronary heart dis-
ease and depression. Over 22,000 
participants fi lled out a baseline 
questionnaire. Th e participants 
who did not follow up, did not an-
swer at least one of the follow-up 
questions, were outside of the pre-
determined limit of energy intake, 
were diagnosed with depression or 
took antidepressants were left out 
of the study. Each participant fi lled 
out a questionnaire pertaining to 
the dietary intakes, once at the be-
ginning of the study and then again 
after ten years.
In their research paper, the 
researchers listed the diff erent 
components of each diet.
Th e Mediterranean diet con-
tains nine components: vegetables, 
fruits and nuts, cereals, fi sh and 
seafood, legumes, monounsatu-
rated fatty acids to saturated fatty 
acids ratios, meat and meat prod-
ucts, dairy products and a moder-
ate intake of alcohol.
One point was given to a partici-
pant if he or she consumed more 
than the sex-specifi c median for 
vegetables, fruits and nuts, cere-
als, fi sh and seafood, legumes and 
the monounsaturated fatty acids 
to saturated fatty acids ratios. An-
other point was awarded to partici-
pants who consumed less than the 
sex-specifi c median for meat, meat 
products and dairy products. One 
point was also given if a moderate 
amount of alcohol is consumed.
Th ere were a total of nine points 
that the participants could receive. 
Th e scores are grouped into fi ve cat-
egories ranging from low, awarded 
to those who scored between zero 
and two, to very high, which fell be-
tween the scores of six and nine.
Th e Pro-vegetarian Dietary Pat-
tern had been revised to meet the 
needs of the participants, as a pure 
vegetarian diet would not be easily 
adaptable. Th is diet is built on the 
seven food groups of plants—fruits, 
vegetables, nuts, cereals, legumes, 
olive oil and potatoes—along with 
fi ve food groups of animal prod-
ucts, such as animal fats, eggs, fi sh, 
dairy products, meats and meat 
products. Th is diet was scored on 
a range of 12 to 60. Data was then 
separated into quintiles. 
Th e last diet was the Alterna-
tive Healthy Eating Index-2010, 
which contains 11 food groups 
and nutrients. Th ese components 
are vegetables, fruits, whole grain 
breads, sugar-sweetened beverages 
and fruit juice, nuts and legumes, 
red or processed meat, trans fatty 
acids, long-chain omega-3 fatty 
acids, polyunsaturated fatty acids, 
sodium and alcohol intake. Except 
for whole-grain bread, all the other 
components are scored from zero 
to 10, with 10 being the best score. 
Th e total score could range from 
zero to 109, the latter representing 
perfect adherence. Th e results were 
grouped into quintiles.
From the questionnaire, re-
searchers found that a total of 
1,550 participants reported a clini-
cal diagnosis of depression or had 
used antidepressant drugs after a 
median of eight-and-a-half years. 
Th e Alternative Healthy Eating In-
dex-2010 diet helps reduce the ef-
fects of depression, but the Medi-
terranean diet can also contribute 
to reduction. Th e common minerals 
and foods contained in both diets—
omega-3 fatty acids, vegetables, 
fruits, legumes, nuts and moderate 
alcohol—could be what contributes 
to the low risk of depression. 
Although there is this associa-
tion between the diff erent diets and 
risk of depression, lead researcher 
Almudena Sanchez-Villegas from 
the University of Las Palmas de 
Gran Canaria, concluded that there 
is a threshold. A moderated adher-
ence to these diets can reduce the 
risk of depression. Sanchez-Ville-
gas concludes that there is no extra 
benefi t, regardless of whether the 
participants have a high adherence 
or very high adherence. Once the 
threshold is reached, the partici-
pants would not continue to reduce 
the risk of depression.
Th e data for this research is 
based on a self-report survey, 
which has its limitations. However, 
in their research paper, the mis-
classifi cation and bias that exists is 
close to zero because of the large 
sample size. Th e sample size is also 
not representative of the Spanish 
community. Th e study consists of 
highly educated participants in 
order to minimize bias in self-re-
ports and have a higher retention 
rate. Th e researchers would need 
for further studies to conclusively 
predict the eff ect of mineral, vita-
min, proteins and carbohydrates 
on depression.
Fruit and vegetable consumption helps prevent depression
Consuming fruits and vegetables can lower the chances of type-2 diabetes, stroke, heart disease and some forms of cancer.
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Bearcats eye first undefeated season with win over Pioneers
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Following their fi rst shutout of 
the season against Rutgers-New-
ark, the lady Bearcats continued 
their winning streak with success-
ful outings against the College of 
Staten Island Dolphins and the Wil-
liam Paterson University Pioneers. 
Th e team only gave up a combined 
total of three matches—two singles 
and one doubles—in the two-game 
stretch, showing off  their versatility 
and repertoire en route to each of 
their victories. 
Although Baruch has found 
much of its success in its home 
games, the team has shown that 
they can get the job done on the 
road with a win in a tough con-
test at Staten Island against the 
reigning CUNYAC champions, the 
CSI Dolphins. 
Last season, the two teams faced 
off  at the U.S. National Tennis Cen-
ter, where the Bearcats were denied 
a victory on their home court 4-5. 
Th is year, the team made sure to 
avoid another mishap by sealing 
the victory with a refreshing score 
of 7-2. 
Heading into the rematch 
that took place on Tuesday, Sep. 
29, Dzhessika Bishenkevich and 
Brooke Severance won seven 
times playing as a pair. Th e pair 
has performed consistently, and 
won their third doubles in an 
undefeated streak. 
Th e competition, as usual, start-
ed with doubles matches led by the 
duo consisting of the team’s captain 
Allie Jackson-Hing and sophomore 
ace Daria Vasekina. Th e Bearcats 
completed doubles play by split-
ting the next two matches, giving 
up and losing their fi rst doubles 
match of the season. Isabel Arias 
and Hayley Bester were unable to 
hang onto the barrage of serves by 
the Dolphins and fell 8-2. Jackson-
Hing, Vasekina, Arias and Bester 
went on to win their respective 
singles matches, locking in another 
win and moving one step closer to 
the perfect season.
After the win on Tuesday, the 
Bearcats were scheduled to play the 
Kean University Cougars in Union, 
New Jersey that following Satur-
day. However, the game was post-
poned due to inclement weather 
conditions. Th e team began mak-
ing preparations for its next op-
ponent, the William Paterson 
University Pioneers. 
Th e postponement also gave the 
team a well-deserved week of rest 
and a chance to refuel before the 
CUNYAC tournament. Despite the 
hiatus, the Bearcats did not skip a 
beat, taking the game 8-1 with just 
one singles lost. 
Th e York College tennis courts, 
located in Jamaica, Queens, have 
been generous to Baruch this sea-
son; the team has been nearly un-
stoppable on its grounds, going 
23-4 in both singles and doubles 
matches combined. 
Th e Bearcats swept the doubles 
competition and were only a cou-
ple of singles wins away from tak-
ing the game home. However, the 
Pioneers did not go down without 
a fi ght. 
Jackson-Hing struggled early 
in her singles set and the Pioneers 
took advantage of the opportunity. 
With the match tied 8-8, the se-
ries required a tiebreaker that was 
ultimately won by the Pioneers 
7-5. Vasekina, Arias, Bester, Bish-
enkevich and Diana Fedorkova 
each won their matches, holding 
their opponents down to three or 
fewer points.
Th e emergence of rookie players 
like Arias and Vasekina has been 
a key factor to the success of the 
Bearcats’ pivotal season. Th e fi rst-
year players have delivered in the 
most crucial times when they were 
asked to. 
With the proper leadership from 
the team’s experienced players and 
devoted coaching staff , the possi-
bilities seem to be endless for the 
young team full of potential.
It is not always by chance that a 
team’s success can be as grandiose 
and as compelling as the Bearcats’. 
As Baruch nears the end of the sea-
son, their goal, as always, will be 
to continue their upward momen-
tum through the home stretch and 
through the CUNYAC tournament. 
Baruch will host two of their three 
remaining games of the regular 
season at their home court against 
the Hunter College Hawks on Mon-
day, Oct. 12 and the City College 
Beavers on Tuesday, Oct. 13. 
Th e Hawks eliminated the 
Bearcats in the semifi nals last sea-
son, and pose as the biggest threat 
to their undefeated record. How-
ever, this is not the same Bearcats 
team from last season. Aside from 
the new faces on the roster, the 
Bearcats have been playing with a 
sense of confi dence and poise that 
the team has been searching for 
since their last championship ap-
pearance in 2010. 
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
Bester (top) and Severance are 1-0 in doubles play this season.
BY JAMEL TORRENCE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Last year, the Yankees fi nished 
the regular season and missed 
the playoff s with an 84-78 record. 
Th e captain, Derek Jeter, retired 
after 20 years and Alex Rodriguez 
returned from his one-year ban 
from baseball. Th e 2015 season, 
let alone the playoff s, was pretty 
much an afterthought.
Th at same year, the Mets fi n-
ished up another season in which 
they missed the playoff s, making 
it the eighth consecutive season 
while also losing their best players 
to injury. Matt Harvey, their stud 
pitcher, was lost for the season 
due to Tommy John surgery in his 
elbow. David Wright, their captain 
and third baseman, was injured 
most of this 2015 season due to 
spinal stenosis. 
New York baseball looked far 
from anything any New Yorker 
had come to know. In fact, if a 
friend, colleague or acquaintance 
wagered a bet one year ago that 
both the Mets and Yankees would 
not make the playoff s, one would 
have surely taken it. After all, the 
last time both the Yankees and the 
Mets were in fi rst place in their re-
spective division was during the 
2006 season.
It is no secret that New Yorkers 
love their sports teams. Likewise, 
they are not shy about letting their 
teams know when they suck either. 
A professional New York sports 
team has not won a championship 
since the Giants won the Super 
Bowl in 2010. 
Since then, New York teams 
have struggled to put winning sea-
sons together, let alone be com-
petitive. Th is drought of winning 
reached its peak when the Yan-
kees, Mets, Jets, Giants and Knicks 
missed the playoff s last year, all 
having forgettable seasons. Th e 
Rangers, Islanders and Nets made 
the postseason even though the 
Nets made it by the skin of their 
teeth. Th e Nets were the eighth 
seed in a weak Eastern Confer-
ence and fi nished with a record 
below .500. 
Although it might be too early 
to tell how the Yankees and Mets 
will fare in the playoff s, their ac-
complishments so far show that 
the teams are already headed in 
the right direction. Th ough the 
Yankees only fi nished with a wild 
card, they held fi rst place in their 
division for a large part, before To-
ronto came storming through the 
second half of the season. 
It was very encouraging for the 
Yankees to be in fi rst place at all, 
after seeing Jeter retire and not 
knowing what the team would get 
out of A-Rod. Rodriguez surprised 
many fans, critics and colleagues 
with his play this season. In fact it 
seemed like the one-year suspen-
sion was what he needed to help 
the Yankees get back on track and 
into the playoff s.  
For the Mets, it was quite the op-
posite. Th ey started the fi rst half of 
the season as most expected, weak 
and sluggish. Th eir lone bright 
spot would be Harvey returning 
from Tommy John surgery. Har-
vey was pitching well almost like 
his old self. Wright was diagnosed 
with spinal stenosis right before 
the season along with a hamstring 
injury. Wright would make his way 
back, but even that was not the 
best news for the team. Th e Mets 
acquired Yoenis Cespedes from 
the Detroit Tigers at the eleventh 
hour of the trade agreement.
Th is trade propelled the Mets 
into fi rst place past the division 
rival, the Nationals. Cespedes has 
provided 66 hits, 17 homeruns and 
65 RBIs during his 57 games with 
the Mets. 
Of course, every story comes 
with its downs. Th e Mets’ cross-
town rivals, the Yankees, failed to 
retain fi rst place in their division, 
while also losing Mark Teixeira 
to a broken leg toward the end of 
the season. Teixeira was having a 
great season for the Yankees be-
fore going down with the injury. 
After a couple subpar seasons with 
the Yankees, the 35-year-old vet-
eran was bouncing back with the 
team—leading 31 homeruns and 
accumulating 79 RBIs. 
For the Mets, Harvey revealed 
some controversial news late in 
the season. His agent revealed that 
because of the surgery, he would 
only be allowed to pitch 180 in-
nings during the regular season as 
he was already nearing that total 
with 166 innings and still weeks to 
go before the season’s end. 
Both teams managed to fi nd 
ways to win this season when no 
one thought they could. Being a 
professional team in New York 
comes with much scrutiny and 
less praise. As rapper Drake once 
said, “People are quick to scream 
out my failures and whisper my ac-
complishments.” Making the play-
off s is not something to celebrate 
in New York, especially for a Yan-
kees organization that has won 27 
World Championships, but it is a 
push forward. 
New Yorkers need something 
to cheer about as these fall tem-
peratures continue to drop. Th e 
Mets and Yankees are in position 
to light a torch that can be relayed 
to the Jets and Giants. New Yorkers 
look forward to reading the front of 
the New York Post, Daily News and 
even our very own Ticker. 
We do have two teams in 
baseball, basketball, football and 
hockey for a reason. Yes it is true, 
we do want a better chance at win-
ning the championship every year, 
but who wants to win more than 
New Yorkers?




Sandy Alderson inherited the 
New York Mets after the 2010 base-
ball season when he accepted the 
job of general manager. Alderson 
did not inherit a rich farm system, 
nor did he inherit a roster fi lled 
with all-stars or at least above-
average players. What Alderson 
was given was the responsibility 
of cleaning up the mess after the 
house party that was 2006. His 
predecessor, Omar Minaya, spent 
exorbitant amounts of money on 
prospects in order to create a win-
ning team. He bought overpriced 
veterans such as Pedro Martinez, 
Paul Lo Duca, Billy Wagner and 
Carlos Delgado. Minaya also over-
spent on Carlos Beltran, who was 
selling himself at a high point after 
his stellar 2004 postseason perfor-
mance. With Minaya making big 
moves, the Mets looked like they 
were going to be a powerhouse for 
the greater part of the late 2000s. 
Th is belief was further affi  rmed 
during the 2006 season, when the 
Mets dominated the regular sea-
son from wire-to-wire, fi nished 
with the best record in the National 
League and received a Shea Stadi-
um coronation when they offi  cially 
claimed their NL East crown. Th e 
year 2006 felt like the beginning of 
a dynasty, and anything besides a 
World Series appearance would be 
considered a failure. 
Unfortunately, as reality would 
have it, the Mets disappointed. 
Mets fans were forced to watch 
their star player, Beltran, strike out 
with the bases loaded, two outs and 
down two runs in the bottom of the 
ninth in Game 7 of the NLCS. 
In arguably, the most important 
at-bat of the season for the Mets, 
Minaya’s high-paid star choked, 
and so began the road to nowhere. 
Th e Mets did not dominate as 
much in 2007, leading the NL East 
by around three to fi ve games con-
sistently throughout the season. 
Despite their mediocre perfor-
mance, the Mets found themselves 
up seven games with 17 games 
remaining in the regular season; 
the team looked like shoo-ins for 
the postseason. Well, the Mets 
would end up losing 12 of their 
last 17 games, as their pitching fell 
apart, and before they knew it, the 
team was watching the postseason 
from home.
Th en, 2008 turned out to be a 
repeat of 2007; the Mets led for 
most of the year, but then fell apart 
at the end of the season. With con-
tinual disappointment plaguing 
his organization, Minaya signed 
quick-fi x contracts for Jason Bay, 
Francisco Rodriguez and J.J. Putz 
in response to the pressure com-
ing from consistent failure. Th ese 
contracts were added to other 
overpriced contracts created in 
the past two seasons by Minaya, 
which included Luis Castillo, Jo-
han Santana and Oliver Perez. With 
the Mets reloaded with more new 
players, a new manager and a new 
ballpark, 2009 was Minaya’s last 
chance to pull together a winning 
team. Instead, the year became an 
unmitigated disaster.
Beltran, Delgado, Wagner, Cas-
tillo, Santana, Bay and Jose Reyes 
missed signifi cant time due to in-
jury. Th e team endured its fi rst los-
ing season since 2004. 2010 would 
be much of the same futility, lead-
ing to the exit of almost the entire 
existing management group within 
the organization. Th is is where Al-
derson comes into the picture. Th e 
Seattle native inherited overpriced 
contracts for over-the-hill veter-
ans, a bare-bone farm system and 
an unstable coaching staff . Th e 
organization Alderson was taking 
over after the 2010 season was bet-
ter known for being the “#lolmets” 
than they were for being champi-
ons. Alderson was forced to build 
from scratch. 
One of the fi rst things he set out 
to do as the new general manager 
was collect prospects. Alderson 
traded away veteran Beltran for 
pitching prospect Zack Wheeler. 
After R.A. Dickey had a fl uke sea-
son in 2012, Alderson sold him 
high and traded him to the Toronto 
Blue Jays for catching prospect Tra-
vis d’Arnaud and pitching prospect 
Noah Syndergaard. 
He also put resources into de-
veloping young arms such as Matt 
Harvey, Jeurys Familia, Steven 
Matz and Jacob deGrom, as well 
as drafting young talents such as 
Michael Conforto. After picking 
up and caring for his young stable 
prospects, Alderson then set out 
to acquire veterans to put around 
them. Th is began with extending 
David Wright’s contract through 
2020. Alderson would then go on 
to sign pitcher Bartolo Colon and 
outfi elder Curtis Granderson in 
the 2013-14 off season, and out-
fi elder Michael Cuddyer in the 
following year. 
Th e Mets are major-league 
ready. At the beginning of the sea-
son the team was missing a reliable 
bench and an impact bat. Th ese 
issues were addressed with the 
successful acquisition of infi eld-
ers Juan Uribe and Kelly Johnson 
from their division rival, the Braves. 
Alderson also initially intended to 
trade infi elder Wilmer Flores and 
pitcher Wheeler to the Brewers for 
outfi elder Carlos Gomez. However, 
this ended up turning into a real-
ity show when Flores cried on the 
fi eld in the middle of a game with 
the Padres, thinking he was traded, 
only to fi nd out afterward that he 
actually was not. Alderson needed 
to move quickly in order to keep 
the organization from falling apart 
at the seams.
Th e team was only two games 
out of fi rst place and it looked like 
their surprise season was com-
ing to a catastrophic end amidst 
one of the largest public relations 
mishaps in organization history. 
Alderson heard the call, and he an-
swered. About 30 minutes before 
the deadline, he pulled the trigger 
on a trade for Detroit outfi elder 
Yoenis Cespedes. Since then, the 
Mets have gone 37-22, clinched 
the NL East and are now gearing 
up for their fi rst postseason run in 
nine years. In fi ve seasons, Alder-
son took a mess of an organiza-
tion and created a well-rounded, 
postseason bound team and a re-
liable farm system. If 2015 leads to 
more continued success, Alderson 
will be looked at as the engineer 
who changed the culture of the 
New York Mets.
As the calendar fl ipped to Oc-
tober, so did the fortunes of many 
NFL teams. Th e fi rst four weeks 
have seen a coach fi red in London, 
displays of dominance on the grid-
iron and another controversy in Se-
attle. Championships are not won 
in the fi rst quarter of the season, 
but early success can pave the way 
to a Super Bowl.  
One usually does not think of a 
team with Peyton Manning as being 
led by its defense, but the Denver 
Broncos have been just that. Man-
ning lost zip on his throws and had 
to adjust to a new off ense under 
Gary Kubiak, generating a career-
low 6.3 yards per attempt through 
four games. A reshuffl  ed off ensive 
line weakened the running attack, 
ranking fourth-worst in the league 
at yards per rush with 3.5. John El-
way, head of football operations for 
the Broncos, has gathered talent 
on the defensive side to off set the 
team’s middling off ense.
New defensive coordinator 
Wade Phillips installed his 3-4 base 
defense, which allowed his versa-
tile linebackers to thrive. A combi-
nation of youthful talent and vet-
eran presence lifted a solid defense 
into the elite ranks. When healthy, 
the Broncos’ defense can fi eld fi ve 
fi rst-round picks, a pedigree rarely 
seen. Th eir front seven, captained 
by 10-year pro DeMarcus Ware, 
led the league with 18 sacks in the 
fi rst month headlined by Ware’s 
4.5 takedowns. 
Clutch performances highlight 
how reliant Denver has been on 
their defense to win. A pick-six by 
Pro Bowl cornerback Aqib Talib 
gave his team the lead versus Bal-
timore in Week 1. Safety Darian 
Stewart ended that game with an 
interception in the endzone. Th e 
Kansas City Chiefs turned the ball 
over fi ve times in Week 2, including 
a game-ending fumble forced by 
linebacker Brandon Marshall that 
was recovered by Brandon Roby 
who returned it for a touchdown 
in the closing minutes of the game. 
Teddy Bridgewater must be endur-
ing nightmares in orange after be-
ing sacked seven times, topped by 
a strip-fumble by T.J. Ward on the 
Vikings’ last drive in Week 4, giv-
ing the Broncos four notches in the 
win column. 
Th e Miami Dolphins have not 
found success on either side of the 
ball. Ndamukong Suh, signed to a 
record-breaking contract with $60 
million guaranteed, was meant to 
draw double-teams from the off en-
sive line. Th is would allow defen-
sive ends Cameron Wake and Oliv-
ier Vernon one-on-one attempts at 
the quarterback. Yet rookie Jordan 
Phillips has the team’s only sack in 
four games. Suh, who has a history 
of foul play, reportedly went off -
script against the Jaguars and ig-
nored play calls from the coaching 
staff . Th ey have allowed the most 
rushing yards per game and are 
middle-of-the-pack in passing de-
fensive metrics through four weeks. 
Left tackle Branden Albert went 
down with a hamstring injury dur-
ing Week 2 and the off ensive line 
parted like the Red Sea. Th e off ense 
failed to produce a rushing touch-
down in four games. Ryan Tanne-
hill is under siege, sustaining 19 
quarterback hits and fi ve sacks over 
the course of two games since los-
ing Albert. Th e fourth-year quarter-
back committed four turnovers at 
home against the Buff alo Bills in a 
41-14 rout. 
A trip to England to face the 
New York Jets further exacerbated 
the dysfunction of the team under 
head coach Joe Philbin. Chris Ivory 
owned Wembley Stadium en route 
to a career-high 166 rushing yards 
on 29 carries. Gang Green held the 
Fins to 0-12 on third downs. Th e 
27-14 defeat dragged the Dolphins 
to 1-3. Philbin joined Dennis Allen 
as the only NFL coaches fi red after 
a debilitating loss across the pond. 
Th e Seahawks endured turmoil 
from the moment Malcolm Butler 
intercepted Russell Wilson at the 
goal line in the Super Bowl. Th eir 
lauded defense has stars across the 
fi eld, but the NFL’s salary cap lim-
its a team’s capacity to retain top 
talent. In 2013, Chancellor inked 
a deal worth $35 million over fi ve 
years with $17 million guaranteed. 
Unwilling to suit up without a new 
agreement, Chancellor sat out the 
fi rst two weeks of the season while 
incurring fi nes for not working un-
der contract. If Seahawks relented 
to the player’s demands, it would 
set a precedent for other players to 
hold out in the midst of contracts in 
order to sweeten their deals. 
Both Dion Bailey and Cary Wil-
liams allowed tight ends typically 
guarded by Chancellor to catch 
pivotal touchdowns in St. Louis 
and Green Bay. As Seattle fell to 
0-2, Chancellor rejoined the team 
during practices for the home 
opener versus Chicago. Th ey held 
the Bears scoreless with their spark 
plug back on the fi eld. Th e anti-cli-
matic end of the holdout gave room 
for subsequent drama. 
Chancellor had a literal im-
pact on the fi eld for the Seahawks 
against the Detroit Lions. With less 
than two minutes left and at Se-
attle’s 11-yard line, Calvin Johnson 
caught the ball and sprinted toward 
the end zone. Johnson was close 
enough to sniff  the goal line, but 
Chancellor punched the ball out 
from under him and all but sealed a 
victory. As the ball bounced around 
the end zone, Seahawks linebacker 
K.J. Wright tapped the football out 
of bounds.
Th is is an illegal move, which 
should have drawn a fl ag, granting 
Detroit four more chances to score 
deep in Seattle territory. However, 
it is a judgment call, meaning the 
offi  cial must deem the act inten-
tional to penalize the player. He 
ruled it was involuntary, and the 
Seahawks regained possession. 
Th e Hawks sealed the game thanks 
to Wilson evading defenders and 
fi nding Jermaine Kearse for a pass.
Once again, offi  ciating took the 
spotlight on Monday Night Football 
at CenturyLink Field. Human error 
is intrinsic to every sport. Compe-
tency is always preferred, but hu-
man error can deliver moments of 
agony or euphoria at the most un-
expected times.
Alderson delivers patient Mets fans first playoffs in nine years
After raising the bar in their previous year, Albert (left), Chancellor (middle) and Manning (right) have all experienced an 
unexpected turnaround in this season, either due to injury, contract negotiations or age.
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THEME: HALLOWEEN
ACROSS
1. Medieval fi ddle
6. College assessment test
9. Outgoing tide action
13. Allergic reaction to 
bee sting
14. ____ chi
15. Thresh about, as in arms
16. Oddball’s attempt?
17. Pro baseball’s “Master 
Melvin”
18. Starbucks’ serving
19. Status of being a star




25. Busy fl yer
28. *Like a Halloween 
sensation
30. Wipe out
35. St. Louis team
37. Hair product 
manufacturer
39. Red Sea nation
40. Black and white treat
41. Frame job
43. Arnold Lobel’s “Frog and 
____”
44. Bread spreads
46. Kind of jerk
47. “The Sun ____ Rises”
48. ____ Beach, SC
50. Verdant
52. Even, to a poet
53. *Give me a treat, or 
____!
55. Excessively
57. *”Guess who?” garb
61. *Spell-caster
65. Before editing
66. As opposed to amateur
68. Bioweapon
69. Money under mattress, 
e.g.
70. Black and white sea bird
71. Rounded like an egg
72. Politician’s barrelful






3. Between Phi and Kappa
4. Middle Eastern V.I.P.s
5. *Placed in a pumpkin
6. Nucleus plus electrons
7. *Witch’s sidekick
8. 10 percent to charity, e.g.
9. Panache




15. Hagrid’s dog in “Harry 
Potter” series
20. Deed hearings
22. “We ____ Young” by Fun
24. Opposite of diastole
25. *Wicked ride
26. This bird gets the worm
27. One of #4 Down, 
alternate spelling
29. Paris streets
31. Greek salad staple
32. Any detergent plant
33. Cut it out
34. “____ ____ a high 
note”
36. Coal residue
38. Spiral-horned African 
antelope
42. Traditional Italian fare
45. Nancy Drew, e.g.
49. *Freddy’s street
51. *Halloween movie genre
54. Part of a fl ower
56. Peace-meaning branch
57. Point of a crescent moon




62. South American tubers
63. Make a reference
64. “The Man Who ____ 
Too Much”







12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | Library Building 750 | Free
VSA MEET & GREET
6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. |  VC 3-210 | Free
TUES
13
VOLUNTEER FOR INTERN ABROAD WITH AIESEC
5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. | VC 3-210 | Free
GIRLS WHO CODE
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | VC 3-240 | Free
WED
14
DAY OF THE DEAD TABLING 
12:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. | VC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
GAME DAY: NBA 2K16 TOURNAMENT 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC -3-215 | Free
THURS
15
PORTRAITS: A GLOBAL VIEW, PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRINTS
ALL DAY | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
FINANCIAL LITERACY WORKSHOP SERIES 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 4-180 | Free
FRI
16
JENNY PERLIN: OPEN SENTENCE
ALL DAY| New Media Artspace| Free 
TEATRO CIRCULO PRESENTS LA CAÍDA DE RAFAEL TRUJILLO 
2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. | Rose Nagelberg Theater | $25 with Student ID
SAT
17
PORTRAITS: A GLOBAL VIEW, PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRINTS
ALL DAY | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
NEW YORK FLUTE CLUB




REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
Career Spotlight
The recruiting team in the 
New York City Transit’s Depart-
ment of the executive vice 
president, human resources 
operations reports to the as-
sistant vice president of NYCT 
HR and is responsible for man-
aging the recruiting and sourc-
ing eff orts for both civil service 
and professional hires.
The student will assist the di-
rector of recruiting and the re-
cruiting manager with the fol-
lowing: Researching best prac-
tices, job sites, compensation 
and competitive intelligence; 
analyzing, organizing and 
presenting research and data; 
serving as the liaison with col-
lege career services offi  ces and 
CTE/vocational schools; creat-
ing PowerPoint presentations; 
posting open positions; con-
tacting candidates via email 
and phone to update them 
on their status and to sched-
ule in-person interviews; ship-
ping materials to career fairs; 
reviewing resumes for operat-
ing positions and organizing 
required information into Ex-
cel spreadsheets for tempo-
rary and full-time openings as 
needed.
Candidates should have a 
strong interest in human re-
sources and outreach, comput-
er skills including Excel, Word, 
Internet research (Access is a 
plus), strong verbal skills, abil-
ity and desire to interact with 
candidates, patience, matu-
rity, well-developed business 
acumen, ability and desire to 
conduct research, analyze and 
present research in a cohesive 
manner, learn from others and 
organize and information.
For more information, visit 
STARR Search with ID 73165.
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
MTA NYC Transit is seeking HR Recruitment Support Aide for spring semester
MTA NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT
Did you know that SCDC off ers one-on-one graduate school 
advisement for students interested in further education? We also 
have an in-house Pdssre-law advisor who can help you explore 
law school, prepare for LSAT and applications, and off er stipends 
to help you gain law-related experiences. For more information, 
visit SCDC website under Pre-law tab.
FUN FACT
GRADUATE ADVISEMENT
Finance 101 Workshop, 
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 12:30 p.m.–2:00 p.m., VC 2-190
Learn about the career landscape of fi nance and fi nd a fi t 
between particular careers in fi nance and your skills.
Top Tips for Navigating USAJOBS.gov Workshop, 
Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m., VC 2-190
Interested in working for the Federal Government? Learn how to 
build a brand that will get noticed. 
Small Talk 1: It is a BIG DEAL!  
Thursday Oct. 15, 5:00 p.m.–6:30 p.m., VC 2-190
 Explore the importance of social skills in “making it” both in 
corporate and social environments.
What are You Worth? Salary Negotiation, 
Friday, Oct. 16, 12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m., VC 2-190
Learn how to review a job off er, information regarding benefi ts 
and strategies to negotiate your salary eff ectively.
SAVE THE DATE
EVENTS
Your resume is an important tool to market yourself. Your bullet points for the experience 
section should not only highlight the tasks completed at your organization, but also the skills 
you utilized and the results you achieved. It is also a great place to add industry-specifi c lingo to 
highlight relevant or transferrable skills. 
--Aditi Kalani 
PEER FOR CAREER
PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
 CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
COLUMBUS DAY
